
Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Randy C. Clipp, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jill T. Martin-Prouty, Pastor of Students 
Rev. Phyllis C. Crane, Pastor of Senior Adults 

Mrs. Stephanie C. Parker, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Mrs. Keeley S. Tarkington, Director of Music 

Mr. James O. Elmore, Organist 
Mrs. Vicky A. Elia, Secretary  

Mr. Donnie R. Pollard, Custodian  
        

Telephone: 919-553-4161 Fax: 919-553-4162 
 Email: staff@fbcclaytonnc.org  
Website: www.fbcclaytonnc.org 

    

Mrs. Wendy Huff, Director of the Child Development Center 
Telephone: 919-550-4018 
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  Senior Pastor’s Pen  

Back in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, church bells 
played a significant role 
in the early American 
community. They not 
only announced the time 
for worship services, 
weddings, and funerals, 
but they also rang to 
inform citizens of            
approaching storms or 

invasions by enemy troops. They were rung to            
celebrate victory after war. 

Back in 1884 a former pastor who served Johnston Lib-
erty Church through five different tenures, John F. El-
lington, deeded an acre of land for a new sanctuary to 
be built at our present site. A wood frame 36 X 56 
structure with a tall steeple was built, and the congre-
gation was excited about its new location closer to 
town. In 1888 a committee was elected to find a bell to 
purchase and place in the new belfry. 

The committee selected a cast iron bell produced by 
Blymer, Norton & Co. in Cincinnati, Ohio. The bell was 
26 inches wide and weighed 300 pounds. It was not 
easy to get that heavy bell into the belfry, but the          
entire town of Clayton benefited from the bell for           
decades to come. It rang to announce the signing of 
the Armistice in 1918, bringing four years of fighting in 
the First World War to an end. It also rang to celebrate 
our independence on the Fourth of July for many years. 
Originally bought for Johnston Liberty Church, you 

could say it was our own Liberty Bell. It rang when the 
church was first called Liberty Johnston, then Clayton 
Baptist starting in 1889, and then First Baptist starting 
in 1942. 

When our current sanctuary was built in 1920, the bell 
was moved to ring above the choir room roof. Current 
church members can remember how it would ring thir-
ty minutes before the Sunday morning service and 
after every wedding. Sexton Clannie Sanders rang the 
church bell for many years, and then other men includ-
ing J.W. “Buck” Lee rang it until the early 1970’s. 

During the inspection of the roof prior to roofing it with 
copper in 2010, David Whitaker rediscovered our          
Liberty Bell, no longer in use and collecting dust. For 
our church’s Bicentennial David and Cindy Whitaker             
restored it, the Baptist Men provided a base for its   
display, and Johnny and Donna Ellis donated the 
plaque. The bell was rededicated following the 11 AM 
service on January 16, 2011.  

On Heritage Sunday, Oct. 20, take a moment to enjoy a 
bit of history. In case you have never noticed, our           
Liberty Bell is located just outside the Church Office 
area along N. Fayetteville Street. May she forever ring 
in our hearts! 

 

Blessings, 

 

 
 

Wed., Oct. 16 9:30 am  Senior Adult Bible Study 

 2:00 pm Cookbook Team Meeting 

 5:30 pm Fellowship Meal 

 5:30 pm Youth Supper/6:30 Youth Group 

 6:15-6:45 pm Children’s Choirs 

 6:30 pm Parables of Luke Bible Study 

 6:30 pm Handbells 

 6:45-7:15 pm Mission Friends 

 6:45-7:30 pm GAs and RAs 

 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

Thurs., Oct. 17 9:15 am Senior Adults to Fruitcake  
Factory 

 6:00 pm Budget and Finance Committee 
Meeting 

 7:00 pm Personnel Meeting 

Fri., Oct. 18 9:30 am Ladies Morning Bible Study 

Sun. Oct. 20 8:45 am Early Worship / Heritage Sunday 

 9:30 am Refreshments 

 9:45 am Sunday School 

 10:55 am Worship Service  
Heritage Sunday 

 3:30-4:00 pm Sonrise Choir  
Christmas Cantata Practice 

 4:00-5:00 pm Sonrise Choir Practice 

 5:00-6:00 pm Youth Fall Festival Planning 

 5:30 pm  Griefshare Meeting-Room 223 

 5:30 pm New Member Orientation  
Room 215 

Wed., Oct. 23 9:30 am Senior Adult Bible Study 

 5:30 pm Fellowship Meal 

 5:30 pm Youth Supper / 6:30 Youth Group 

 6:15-6:45 pm Children’s Choirs 

 6:30 pm Parables of Luke Bible Study 

 6:30 pm Handbells 

 6:45-7:15 pm Mission Friends 

 6:45-7:30 pm GAs and RAs 

 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

Thurs., Oct. 24 7:00 pm Holy Grounds Coffee House 

Fri., Oct. 25 9:30 am Ladies Bible Study 

Opportunities for October 16 - 26,  2019 

 Senior Pastor’s Pen  
Our Liberty Bell 

Wednesday Fellowship 

Dinner - 5:30 pm 

October 23 
 
 

Baked Ham, Mac n Cheese, Broccoli, Salad Bar, Rolls,  
Pumpkin Pie 

 

Children’s Menu: Same as Adults, Assorted Desserts 
 

What does the Bible say about  

Sunday School… 

__________________________ 

Galatians 5:22-23 ESV  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,           
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, self-control; against such things there is no 
law. 

_____________________________________ 

 

John Bagley / Sunday School Director / 919.971.1513 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Sunday, October 13, 2019 

                         Members   Present   Visitors   New Members   Total 

  Preschool 37   8                               8 

  Children    57 13                             13 

  Youth    44 11       2                           13               

  Adults                    286          128                  1                          129 

   Totals                    424          160              *3                        163  

Sunday, October 20, 2019  
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK:  

Sally Bierce (919) 879-2215 
 

8:45 AM NURSERY/PRESCHOOL: Lauren Rasor 
 

10:55 AM NURSERY: ACTEENS 
 

ACOLYTE: TBA 
 

NURSERY II: Nancy Turlington 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  

Rebecca Carter and Jamie Pope 
 

REFRESHMENTS: Basic Sunday School 
 

OFFERING COUNTERS: Lexene Lee and Jay Vinson 
 

MEDIA: Jeff Tarkington 
 

GREETERS: Visitor Ministry Team 
 

HALL MONITORS: John Lipscomb and David Perry 

mailto:staff@fbcclaytonnc.org
http://www.fbcclaytonnc.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-23&version=ESV


 

Please Pray… 
 

Rhonda Mooneyham is recovering at home following a fall 
when a porch swing collapsed over the weekend. Please pray for 
pain control for her separated shoulder, the hairline fracture on 
her clavicle and the numerous cuts and bruises. Please pray that 
her recovery will be quick and without complications. 

 

Our new church member, Willa Dodd, is at Rex, room 4004. 

Please pray for doctor’s wisdom, effectiveness of treatment and 

recovery for Willa. Please also keep her husband, Jim, in your 

prayers as he ministers to her. 

Jenny Lee's Mom, Cathy Price, is currently in Duke Durham, 6 
East, Room 20, following emergency surgery for a kidney stone 
blockage and infection. Please pray for a quick recovery without 
complications for Cathy.  

Please continue in prayer for Hayden Abene. Pray that Hayden’s 
rehab and recovery  continue to go well. Anne is back in CA; 
please pray that both Anne and Hayden feel God’s love and 
strength holding them.  

 

Lawrence Williams is at Meadow View, Room 107, 250 NC Hwy. 
210, Smithfield, NC 27577. Please pray for comfort and strength 
for Lawrence. 
 

Ruth Lynch is in Springbrook, rm. 308. Please pray for a good 
rehab, strength and recovery for Ruth. 

Calling all  
CANDY and TRUNKS! 

October 27, 2019  
 4-6 pm / Front Lawn 

 

Join us on the lawn for games, blowups, cotton candy, popcorn, 
hotdogs, drinks, and of course,  CANDY!!!! Here are a few ways 
you can help this year: 

1. CANDY! We will need LOTS of candy so if you are out and 
about please pick up a bag or two to bring to the drop off 
bins that will be located in the Fellowship Hall or Jill’s office. 

2. TRUNKS! This year we will have a Battle of the Trunks.     
Before I scare you away, I should note that your trunk does 
NOT have to be entered into the competition. Please email 
Jill at jmprouty@fbcclaytonnc.org or call/text 919-464-8412 
to sign your trunk up (competitive or not). So, gather your 
family, friends or maybe even your Sunday school class to 
get your trunk decorating group together and start your 
planning!     

Jill Martin-Prouty 

 

 

 

NBC  
Our seniors will meet on Monday , October 28, at 11:30 am in the 
church fellowship hall.  

We are pleased to have our new Director of Music, Keeley           
Tarkington, come and share with us. You will not want to miss 
this opportunity, so plan now to bring a covered dish and a friend 
and meet Keeley. 

Please join us for our Rise Against 

Hunger meal packaging event in 

the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 

November 2nd; we will start 

promptly at 9:00 am.  Ages 3-103 

can help! 

We will be packing 20,000 meals for needy brothers and sisters, 

and need at least 80 volunteers!!  

You may sign-up on line at www.fbcclaytonnc.org, on the sign-up 

sheet leading into the Fellowship Hall or by calling the church 

office at 919.553.416. 

Thank You… 

The family of Rookie Pleasant wants to thank you for the cards, 

calls, visits, food and most of all prayers. 
 

There is truly no better church family anywhere! We’re just so 

blessed to have you all! 
 

Love in Christ, The Pleasant Family 

____________________________________ 

Thank you for all the prayers and words of encouragement for 
our grandson Julius.  

God provided for gifted doctors and Julius' heart is doing great. 
His skin is pink and he is breathing much better. Praise God.  

Proud grandparents, Phil & Phyllis Crane 

Mark your calendars to attend the 
Holy Grounds Coffeehouse on  
Thursday, Oct. 24, from 7:00pm - 
8:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

We are excited to have music by the 
Johnston County gospel group   
"4 His Glory," which includes  
musicians from Mt. Vernon          

Christian Church. Don't miss this time of fun, food, fellowship, 
and great music, and be sure to invite someone to come with 
you!    

CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

October 9 - 30 
 

 

 

 

 

Our GAs are collecting canned goods and nonperishable items 

for Clayton Area Ministries. There will be bins in the Fellowship 

Hall for you to place your cans and nonperishable food items. 
 

The GAs thank you for helping them make this drive a success! 
 

“I can do everything through Him  

who gives me strength.”  Philippians 4:13 

 

 

 

 

    

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study Series 

   “The Parables of Luke” 

10.16.19 - The Rich Fool  (Luke 12:13-20) 

Led by Dr. Randy Clipp @ 6:30 pm - Fellowship Hall 

A Note from the Personnel Committee… 
The Personnel Committee is seeking to create a pool of four to 

five qualified church members to serve temporarily as the Admin-

istrative Secretary when Vicky Elia is out of the office. The position 

pays $15.00/hour. Scheduled work time will vary, but a minimum 

of four (4) hours per day is guaranteed. Please contact Cheryl Mills 

at (919) 614-7134 or cmills708@gmail.com for more information 

and/ or to apply for one of the positions in the pool.  

 

Two weeks have now passed since I 
joined the staff at First Baptist 
Church and I am filled with gratitude 
to have the opportunity to serve 
God and His people in full time       
ministry.  

Dr. Clipp’s message this past               
Sunday, “When God Calls,” was  
especially powerful to me as the call 

to your church family is fresh on my heart. It wasn’t easy saying 
“yes” to God when I first felt the call to FBC. It took 40 days of 
specific prayer, Bible study, worship, interviews and talks with 
trusted believers for me to fully surrender to what I was hearing 
and feeling. I tearfully said “yes” to God and “goodbye” to 400 
students, a beloved church, and wonderful colleagues. It was 
hard, but following Christ isn’t always easy. In this transition, God 
has been faithful and has replaced my “goodbyes” with some 
beautiful “hellos.”  

Each morning, I am in awe that God has entrusted me with this 
task and I am overwhelmed with joy to enter His house each 
morning. I look forward to walking by faith, hand in hand, with my 
new church family.  

With all of that being said, I would be remiss if I did not  encour-
age you to think about your own personal call. Each one of us is 
called to serve God in a unique way based on the gifts He has  
given us. If you are feeling led to serve in the area of music, I 
would love to talk with you, pray with you and get you plugged in 
to one of our various music ministries.  

Sincerely, 

Keeley Tarkington, Director of Music 

  

 

 

REMINDER… 

Our REDBOX Collection is due by the end of October. You may 

drop your deodorants in the red bucket labeled WMU REDBOX 

located in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Thank you for ministering with us! 

College Student Information Needed... 
 

To ensure our college students will receive their care packages 
from the Senior Adults, we need to make sure that we have 
a current mailing address.  

Please call the church office at 919.553.4161 if you have 
a college student that has had an address change or no longer in 
school since last spring.  

Thank you for helping us to keep accurate records as well 
as ensuring your student’s care package isn’t returned. 

 

 Welcome New Members… 

Crystal Devine Tarkington 

By Statement on October 13, 2019 

82 Birdo Pt. Way, Garner, NC 27529 

Husband: Jason Tarkington 

 

 

Picture Not Available      James L. and Willa H. Dodd 

                  By Letter on October 9, 2019 

                        3316 Glenhope Court, Cary, NC 27511 

mailto:cmills708@gmail.com

