
Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Randy C. Clipp, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jill T. Martin-Prouty, Pastor of Students 
Rev. Phyllis C. Crane, Pastor of Senior Adults 

Mrs. Stephanie C. Parker, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Mrs. Keeley S. Tarkington, Director of Music 

Mr. James O. Elmore, Organist 
Mrs. Vicky A. Elia, Secretary  

Mr. Donnie R. Pollard, Custodian  
        

Telephone: 919-553-4161 Fax: 919-553-4162 
 Email: staff@fbcclaytonnc.org  
Website: www.fbcclaytonnc.org 

    

Mrs. Wendy Huff, Director of the Child Development Center 
Telephone: 919-550-4018 
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  Senior Pastor’s Pen  
 

 

As the autumn breeze brings cooler temperatures our 
way, the Johnston County leaves are beginning to turn 
shades of gold and red. The colorful canvas reminds us 
that God, the Grand Artist, is the author of change. On 
Heritage Sunday we acknowledged how God guides us 
on our journey through seasons of ministry in our own 
lives and in our church. 

 

Last Wednesday night before our prayer time, I read a 
retirement letter that you will find in this week’s          
Outlook.  After 45 years of ministry, Rev. Phyllis Crane 
has announced her retirement effective Nov. 3.  She 
first came to our church in 2012 as our part-time      
children’s minister under the tenure of Dr. Mark White. 
In time, she put on a new ministry hat as Pastor of          
Senior Adults. Phyllis became an event planner, tour 
guide, counselor, and friend to countless seniors.      
Recently, she created a Senior Adult Council to bring 
direction and guidance to our church’s senior adult  
ministry.  

 

I will always remember Phyllis for the beautiful prayers 
she led in worship, for her love for people, and her 
sense of humor. I will always remember her quote: Ain’t 
church life grand? I discovered that perhaps her greatest 
asset is Phil, her capable spouse, our Wednesday         
morning Bible study teacher and ministry assistant         
behind the scenes. They have been life partners now for 
50 years. 

 

 
 

Back in early June, Phyllis shared with me her desire to  
retire by the end of the year. She and Phil had plans to 
travel and to spend more time with their grandchildren. 
The Cranes plan to keep First Baptist as their church 
home, so we look forward to seeing them here for years 
to come. 
 

A reception to honor Phyllis will be held Sunday, Nov. 
10, from 3-5 PM in the Fellowship Hall. I know that 
you will join me in congratulating both Phyllis and Phil 
for their service at FBC and for the start of a new season 
of their lives together. 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Wed., Oct. 23 9:30 am  Senior Adult Bible Study 

 5:30 pm Fellowship Meal 

 5:30 pm Youth Supper/6:30 Youth 
Group 

 6:15-6:45 pm Children’s Choirs 

 6:30 pm Parables of Luke Bible Study 

 6:30 pm Handbells 

 6:45-7:15 pm Mission Friends 

 6:45-7:30 pm GAs and RAs 

 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

Thurs., Oct. 24 7:00 pm Holy Grounds Coffeehouse 

Fri., Oct. 25 9:30 am Ladies Morning Bible Study 

Sun. Oct. 27 8:45 am Early Worship  with Dr. Clipp 
and Pastor Marco 

 9:30 am Refreshments 

 9:45 am Sunday School 

 10:55 am Worship Service with Dr. Clipp 
and Pastor Marco   
Music Makers Choir Sings 

 3:30-4:00 pm Sonrise Choir  
Christmas Cantata Practice 

 4:00-5:00 pm Sonrise Choir Practice 

 4:00-6:00 pm Fall Festival 

 5:30 pm  Griefshare Meeting-Room 223 

Mon., Oct. 28 11:30 am NBC Covered Dish and Program 

Tues., Oct. 29 7:30 pm Tuesday Night Bible Study 

Wed., Oct. 30 9:30 am Senior Adult Bible Study 

 5:30 pm Fellowship Meal 

 5:30 pm Youth Supper / 6:30 Youth 
Group 

 6:15-6:45 pm Children’s Choirs 

 6:30 pm Corporate Prayer Service 

 6:30 pm Handbells 

 6:45-7:15 pm Mission Friends 

 6:45-7:30 pm GAs and RAs 

 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

Thurs., Oct. 31 7:00 pm Holy Grounds Coffee House 

Fri., Nov. 1 9:30 am Ladies Bible Study 

Sat., Nov. 2 9:00 am Rise Against Hunger 

Opportunities for October 23 - November 2,  2019 

 Senior Pastor’s Pen  

Honoring Rev. Phyllis C. Crane 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday Fellowship Dinner - 5:30 pm 

October 30 
 

Submarine Sandwich Bar: 
Sub roll or pita or flatbread, variety of meats &            

cheeses, lettuce, tomatoes, pickles, chips, salad bar, 
cookies 

 

What does the Bible say about  

Sunday School… 

__________________________ 

1 Corinthians 15:58 ESV 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast,           
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

_____________________________________ 

 

John Bagley / Sunday School Director / 

919.971.1513 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Sunday, October 20, 2019 

                         Members   Present   Visitors   New Members   Total 

  Preschool 33 12                             12 

  Children    57   6       1                        7 

  Youth    44   7       4                           11               

  Adults                    291          127                  5                          132 

   Totals                    425          152           *10                        162 

Fund Report 

YTD Budget (needed) …………………………………………   $758,266 

YTD Receipts …………………………………………………   $647,970.73 

YTD Expenses ………………………………………………..   $649,382.55 

Net Total …………………………………………………………   ($1,411.82) 

Sunday, October 20, 2019 

mailto:staff@fbcclaytonnc.org
http://www.fbcclaytonnc.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A58&version=ESV


 

Please Pray… 
Willa Dodd has been released from the hospital and is in rehab. 
Please keep Willa in your prayers for strength and a complete 
recovery without complications. Please keep James in your   
prayers as he ministers to her. 

 

Cathy Price has been moved to a regular room at Duke Durham, 
room 4304. At this time, if you would like to visit with Cathy, 
please contact Jenny or Jason before visiting. Please continue to 
keep Cathy in your prayers. Pray for doctor's wisdom and 
strength for Cathy. Please keep Jason and Jenny in your prayers 
as they minister to Cathy. 

Margaret Gardner is still at Johnston Health Clayton, room 314, 
after suffering a fall. Prayerfully, she will be able to go to the 
Brian Center by Wednesday or Thursday; please pray to that 
end. Please pray for strength and healing for Margaret. 

Please continue to keep Rhonda Mooneyham in your prayers 
for healing and recovery. 

Please continue in prayer for Hayden Abene. Pray that Hayden’s 
rehab and recovery continue to go well. Please pray that both 
Anne and Hayden feel God’s love and strength holding them.  

 

Lawrence Williams is at Meadow View, Room 107, 250 NC Hwy. 
210, Smithfield, NC 27577. Please pray for comfort and strength 
for Lawrence. 
 

Ruth Lynch is still in Springbrook, rm. 308. Please pray for 
strength and recovery for Ruth. 

 

With Sympathy... 
We offer our deepest sympathy and Christian love to James 
(Jimmy) and Willa Dodd upon the death of their daughter,          
Irene, in Stanley County, NC. A memorial service will be planned 
at a later date.  
 

Please pray for God’s peace, grace and comfort for James and 
Willa in this difficult time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Calling all CANDY and TRUNKS! 

October 27, 2019  
 4-6 pm / Front Lawn 

 

Join us on the lawn for games, blowups, cotton candy, popcorn, 
hotdogs, drinks, and of course,  CANDY!!!! Here are a few ways 
you can help this year: 

1. CANDY! We will need LOTS of candy so if you are out and 
about please pick up a bag or two to bring to the drop off 
bins that will be located in the Fellowship Hall or Jill’s office. 

2. TRUNKS! This year we will have a Battle of the Trunks.     
Before I scare you away, I should note that your trunk does 
NOT have to be entered into the competition. Please email 
Jill at jmprouty@fbcclaytonnc.org or call/text 919-464-8412 
to sign your trunk up (competitive or not). So, gather your 
family, friends or maybe even your Sunday school class to 
get your trunk decorating group together and start your 
planning!     

~Jill Martin-Prouty  

NBC  
 

 

Our seniors will meet on Monday , October 28, at 11:30 am in the 
church fellowship hall.  

We are pleased to have our new Director of Music, Keeley           
Tarkington, come and share with us. You will not want to miss 
this opportunity, so plan now to bring a covered dish and a friend 
and meet Keeley. 

Please join us for our Rise Against 

Hunger meal packaging event in 

the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 

November 2nd; we will start 

promptly at 9:00 am.  Ages 3-103 

can help! 

We will be packing 20,000 meals for needy brothers and sisters, 

and need at least 80 volunteers!!  

You may sign-up on line at www.fbcclaytonnc.org, on the sign-

up sheet leading into the Fellowship Hall or by calling the church 

office at 919.553.416. 

Thank You… 

Able to Serve extends a big thank-you to all that had a part in 
making the Able to Serve Dance evening a huge success. 

The students that participated in the event had a wonderful 
time and want each of you to know how appreciative they are 
for this annual event hosted by First Baptist Church Clayton. 

Sincerely, 
Able to Serve Students 

Mark your calendars to attend the 
Holy Grounds Coffeehouse on  
Thursday, Oct. 24, from 7:00pm - 
8:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

We are excited to have music by the 
Johnston County gospel group   
"4 His Glory," which includes  
musicians from Mt. Vernon          

Christian Church. Don't miss this time of fun, food, fellowship, 
and great music, and be sure to invite someone to come with 
you!    

CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

October 9 - 30 
 

 

 
 

Our GAs are collecting canned goods and nonperishable 

items for Clayton Area Ministries. There will be bins in the 

Fellowship Hall for you to place your cans and nonperisha-

ble food items. 
 

The GAs thank you for helping them make this drive a          

success! 

 

 

 

 

    

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study Series 

   “The Parables of Luke” 

10.23.19 - The Great Banquet (Luke 14:15-22) 

Led by Dr. Randy Clipp @ 6:30 pm - Fellowship Hall 

Retirement Letter of Phyllis Crane... 
 
 

Dear Dr. Clipp & Chair of Personnel Committee, 
 

This fall marks 45 years of serving in various positions in  
area churches and working with more than 25 ministers. I 
have served at First Baptist Church of Clayton for 7 ½ years. 
Serving the senior adults (and being one of them) in this 
church has been a blessing and it makes it very difficult to 
leave this ministry. 
 

The senior adults have been blessings as we served togeth-
er. Phil and I have been so impressed with this church’s 
heart for missions. I am so thankful for a spouse who         
supports and labors side by side with me.  
 

As my health has hindered me from some areas of ministry, 
I realize it is time to step down from my senior adult           
ministry. Phil and I thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for the treasured friendships and bonds that we have with 
FBC. May this church grow and be faithful as it proclaims 
the Great Commission. 
 

My last day will be Sunday, November 3, 2019. 
 

Blessings, 

Phyllis 
Rev. Phyllis C. Crane, Pastor of Senior Adults 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Three times per school year, our college students receive a 
care package from the senior adults.  

Please provide correct addresses to the church office or 
leave a message for Nancy Turlington at 919.553.4995.  

If your child is no longer an undergrad, we need to know 
that as well. 

Thank you to those who have already responded! 

~Nancy Turlington 

A Note from the Personnel Committee… 
The Personnel Committee is seeking to create a pool of four to 

five qualified church members to serve temporarily as the          

Administrative Secretary when Vicky Elia is out of the office. The 

position pays $15.00/hour. Scheduled work time will vary, but a 

minimum of four (4) hours per day is guaranteed. Please contact 

Cheryl Mills at (919) 614-7134 or cmills708@gmail.com for more 

information and/ or to apply for one of the positions in the pool.  

Sunday, October 27, 2019  
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK: Keith Blackley (919) 215-8639 
 

8:45 AM NURSERY/PRESCHOOL: Lauren Rasor 
 

10:55 AM NURSERY: ACTEENS 
 

ACOLYTE: Caden Barbour 
 

NURSERY II: Vicky Elia 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Steve and Gwen Canady 
 

REFRESHMENTS: SALT Sunday School 
 

OFFERING COUNTERS: Jo Howard and Jay Vinson 
 

MEDIA: Spencer Long / John Paschal 
 

GREETERS: Visitor Ministry Team 
 

HALL MONITORS: Blake Long and David Perry 

 

mailto:cmills708@gmail.com

