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  Senior Pastor’s Pen  

David Russell, a pastor in Union City, TN, tells about a 
precocious three-year old in his church named Nathan. 
Nathan’s parents were trying to teach their son about 
giving to God. One Sunday they gave him a dollar bill 
to place in the offering plate. Nathan balked. Finally, his 
mother gently took the dollar from him. She placed it in 
the plate, and it passed down the pew. 

Suddenly the reverence of the moment was shattered by 
a voice demanding, “I want my dollar back! I want my 
dollar back!” In Nathan’s eyes, he had been robbed. His 
parents tried in vain to quiet their son, but he was         
insistent: “I want my dollar back!” 

The snickering congregation was trying to keep it         
together. Nathan’s parents were mortified. Eventually 
they found another dollar to give the boy to hold, and he 
was content enough so that the congregation could 
make it through the Doxology. 

Nathan reminds us that sometimes giving to God can be 
tough. We have so many personal expenses to cover: 
the mortgage, the car payment, the utility bills, and our 
children’s college tuition payments. If we are honest, 
when we put our budget offering into the plate, we may 
really be saying to ourselves, “Ouch! I want my dollar 
back!” 

Yet as mature Christians we know that everything we 
have belongs to God. James 1:17 says: Every good and 

perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows.  

We are mistaken to think, like a three-year old, that it is 
actually our dollar bill to begin with. God calls us to 
give our first fruits and not our leftovers because every-
thing we have comes from Him. Giving to God, in fact, 
makes us joyful, not resentful. 

This Sunday the Budget and Finance Committee will 
distribute copies of the proposed 2020 church budget 
for your review. It will be discussed at the business 
meeting on Nov. 13 and voted on, without discussion, 
Nov. 17. Our annual budget is important because it is a 
statement of our priorities as a church. Please take a 
moment to look through it and consider your own         
family’s commitment level in giving. 

Let’s all work together to give so that our church can 
accomplish its mission to Show, Tell, Grow, and Serve. 
Let’s give sacrificially as mature disciples of Christ. 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7)  

Blessings, 

 

Wed., Nov. 6 9:30 am  Senior Adult Bible Study 

 5:30 pm Fellowship Meal 

 5:30 pm Youth Supper/6:30 Youth 
Group 

 6:15-6:45 pm Children’s Choirs 

 6:30 pm Parables of Luke Bible Study 
with Dr. Clipp 

 6:30 pm Handbells 

 6:45-7:15 pm Mission Friends 

 6:45-7:30 pm GAs and RAs 

 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

 7:30 pm Deacons Meeting 

Thurs., Nov. 7 5:00 pm Wilmington Street 

Fri., Nov. 8 9:30 am Ladies Morning Bible Study 

 5:30 pm Senior Adult Movie Night 

Sun., Nov. 10 8:45 am Early Worship / Blessing of the 
Christmas Shoe Boxes 

 9:30 am Refreshments 

 9:45 am Sunday School  

 10:55 am Worship Service / Blessing of 
the Christmas Shoe Boxes 

 3:00-5:00 pm Drop-in Reception for Phyllis 
Crane’s Retirement / Fellowship 
Hall 

 3:30-4:00 pm Sonrise Choir  
Christmas Cantata Practice 

 4:00-5:00 pm Sonrise Choir Practice 

 5:30 pm New Member Orientation-215  

 5:30 pm  Griefshare Meeting-223 

Mon., Nov. 11 6:30 pm  
 

Building and Grounds    
Committee Meeting 

Tues., Nov. 12  WMU Groups 

 7:00 pm Tuesday Night Bible Study 

Wed., Nov. 13 9:30 am Senior Adult Bible Study 

 5:30 pm Fellowship Meal 

 5:30 pm Youth Supper / 6:30 Youth 
Group 

 6:15-6:45 pm Children’s Choirs 

 6:30 pm Business Meeting / Budget 
Presentation 

 6:30 pm Handbells 

 6:45-7:15 pm Mission Friends 

 6:45-7:30 pm GAs and RAs 

 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

Opportunities for November 6 - November 16, 2019 

What does the Bible say about Sunday School… 

John 14:26 ESV  

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring 
to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

_____________________________________ 

John Bagley / Sunday School Director / 

919.971.1513 

_________________________________________ 
 

Sunday, November 3, 2019 

                         Members   Present   Visitors   New Members   Total 

  Preschool 36   19                             19 

  Children    54   22                             22 

  Youth    44   10                                  10              

  Adults                    292           152                                 2           152 

   Totals                    426           203           *                        203 

Fund Report for Sunday, November 3, 2019 

Weekly Budget Gifts …………………………………………  $12,285.00 

YTD Receipts  ………………………………………………….  $684,800.73 

YTD Expenses ………………………………………………….  $703,352.50 

Over/Under Expenses …………………………………….. ($18,551.77) 

Sunday, November 10, 2019  
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK: Steve Canady (919) 818-0248 
 

8:45 AM NURSERY/PRESCHOOL: Lauren Rasor 
 

10:55 AM NURSERY: ACTEENS 
 

ACOLYTE: Price Lee 
 

NURSERY II: Jenny Lee 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Todd and Kristin Garrison 
 

REFRESHMENTS: Bill O’Neal Sunday School 
 

OFFERING COUNTERS: Kim Harrell and Judy Wood 
 

MEDIA: Nelson Scott 
 

HALL MONITORS: Frank Price and David Perry 

5:30 pm   

November 13 
 

 
 

Barbecued Chicken, Scalloped Potatoes, Peas, Rolls, Salad 
Bar, Apple Crisp 

 

Children’s Menu: Chicken Nuggets, Tater Tots 
Applesauce, Assorted Desserts 

Cheerful Giving 

mailto:staff@fbcclaytonnc.org
http://www.fbcclaytonnc.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A26&version=ESV


 

Please Pray… 
 

Steve Barrett is recovering from surgery at home—Praise God 
for his good biopsy results. Please keep Steve in your prayers for 
complete healing and recovery. Please also keep Nancy, his 
wife, and Sandra, his mom, in your prayers as they minister to 
Steve. 
 

Jim Nappier is recovering from back surgery; he is in Duke/

Raleigh, room 3203. At this time Jim is requesting no visitors. 

Please keep Jim in your prayers for a good rehab and recovery. 
 

Margaret Gardner is at the Brian Center, rm. 307. Please pray 

for a successful rehab and quick recovery. 
 

Ruth Lynch is at Springbrook, rm. 308. Please keep Ruth in your 

prayers for strength and recovery. 
 

Please continue to keep Cathy Price in your prayers for healing 
and recovery. Cathy is at Springbrook, room 204. 
 

Hayden Abene Please keep praying for a good rehab and full  
recovery for Hayden. Anne and Hayden appreciate your         
prayers. 
 

Leslie is recovering from surgery. All went as expected. Praise 
the Lord! God is good! We so appreciate our church family, the    
continued prayers, and concern.  ~Vann, Lynne and Adam 

________________________________________ 
 

With Sympathy... 
 

We offer our deepest sympathy and Christian love to the family 
of Raymond Lee. Raymond passed to his heavenly home on Sun-
day, November 3, 2019. Please be in prayer for his wife, Jean; 
daughter, Brenda (Mike); sons, Ray (Lisa) and Jonathan (Erin) in 
this sad time.  
 
Please also keep his siblings in your prayers as well: Percy Lee 
(Joyce); Joyce Blackley (Ernest); George; Fred (Texie); and            
Hubert (Bonnie).  

Pray that each feel God’s strength, love, comfort and peace       
surrounding them in this difficult time. 

 

Visitation: Wednesday, November 6, 2019 from 6:00-8:30 pm  
McLaurin Funeral Home 

 

Funeral Service: Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019 at 1:00 pm  
First Baptist Church 

 
____________________________________ 

 
We offer our deepest sympathy and Christian love to Bronna 
Greer. Bronna's mother, Betty Jean Bell, passed to her heavenly 
home on Monday evening, November 4, 2019.  

Please be in prayer for Bronna, Paul and the family in this sad 
time. Pray that each will feel God's peace and comfort. 

Arrangements are pending. 

 

 

Please join us on Sunday evening, November 24th at 5:00 pm. 
The church will provide the turkey, ham and dressing. Church 
family, please bring your favorite Thanksgiving dish to share. 
 

We hope you will be able to attend. If you have out of town 
guests visiting that weekend, please bring them with you.  
 

Please join us for our Tuesday 

Night Bible Study led by Jiles 

Harrell in the conference room 

at 7:00 pm. 
 

You will be blessed by this study in Lamentations! 

THE OUTLOOK WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED  

THE WEEK OF THANKSGIVING. 

Please bring your packed shoeboxes 
in this Sunday, November 10, so 
that we can pray over them in the            
worship services.   

Place your boxes on the pulpit area 
to the left of the baptistry (when 

facing the pulpit).  Thank you for supporting this ministry! 

Stephanie Parker, Children’s Ministry Director 
The Frances Carroll WMU group has           
partnered with Cooper Academy again 
this year to provide Christmas gifts to  
students in need as a mission focus. 
The "Christmas for Cooper" tree will 
be located in the choir side vestibule 
and will have "ornaments" with  
Christmas wish list items from Cooper 
students.  

Due to the overwhelming response from our church last 
year to support the students, this year, we will be providing 
for 15 students.  

The tree will be up soon, and we ask that you place un-
wrapped gift(s) with the "ornaments" attached in the box 
outside the church office no later than Wednesday,           
December 4. You can also donate towards a larger item or 
make a donation towards unpurchased gifts with an online 
contribution.  

 

We  appreciate your support! 

 

 

 

 

    

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study Series 

   “The Parables of Luke” 

11.6.19 - The Lost Sheep and Lost Coin (Luke 15: 1-10) 

Led by Dr. Randy Clipp @ 6:30 pm - Fellowship Hall 

Rev. Phyllis C. Crane 
CELEBRATING 45 YEARS OF MINISTRY 

Sunday, November 10, Drop-in from 3:00 to 5:00 PM 
The Fellowship Hall 

First Baptist Church, 411 N. Fayetteville St., Clayton, 27520 
 
 

Please drop by to thank Phyllis for her years of service to 
ministry and First Baptist Church Clayton. We wish her and 
Phil the very best in retirement. 

Calling All Senior Adults! 

Join us for Movie Night... 

Friday, November 8th @ 5:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Menu: Fried Chicken, Potato Salad, 

Baked Beans and Dessert 

Please call Joe Hester to reserve your spot - (919) 625-0420 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday, November 30th, we will be packing Christmas boxes 
for the Backpack Buddies.  There are 65 boxes to pack.  We just 
need volunteers to help put the food in boxes; everything will be 
set up.  We should be finished in less than 2 hours. 
 
If you are available, we will start at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 
on Saturday, November 30th (the Saturday after Thanksgiving). 
 

Hope to see you there!   
 
 

Thank you for your time!  
Sharon Clifton 

2020 ECUADOR  

MISSSION TRIP 
Informational Meeting 

November 17th @ 7:30 pm 
 

FBCC will take a team of adults and 

youth (must have completed ninth grade by 5/20) to do light         

construction, painting,  children's VBS, and women's ministries in 

Ecuador from June 10-17. The total cost per team member is       

estimated to be $1200.00. A non-refundable deposit of $100 per 

volunteer is due to the Church Office by Nov. 24. Checks should be 

made out to First Baptist Church. Interested in serving? 
 

Come to the Information Meeting in the Fellowship Hall on         

Sunday, Nov. 17 at 7:30 PM for more details. If you have  questions 

before then, contact Heidi Wood, Missions Council Chair at              

919-291-5817. 

Looking for a way to honor 

someone who has shared 

the light of Christ with you?  

Maybe you would like to do 

something in memory of a 

loved one?  You can do that 

AND support the First           

Baptist Church of Clayton 

Child Development Center at 

the same time.   
 

On Christmas Eve, you can sponsor a luminary light in honor or in 

memory of someone for $5 per light. There are donation             

envelopes in the pews as well as in the Church office, CDC office 

and throughout the building.  Please place this envelope in the 

Offering Plate, turn them into the church office, or the CDC office.  

Orders can also be placed online by selecting “Luminaries” in the 

fund section.  We will publish a booklet with all the names of those 

honored and remembered; which will be available on Christmas 

Eve.  Please place your order on or before December 11.  Any       

orders placed after this date may not be published in the booklet. 

"Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see 

your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”  

Matthew 5:16 


