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Fund Report for September 22—28, 2020 
 

Weekly Budget Gifts …………………………………..  $   11,430.00     
 

YTD Receipts  ……………………………………………… $ 573,745.25 
 

YTD Expenses ……………………………………………..  $     567,237.05 
 

Over/Under Expenses ………………………………..  $             6,508.20     
 

**Information Not Available for Week of 9/29—10/5  

Will Post Next Week (Accounting was out on Monday)** 

 

 

Finding a New Rhythm 
 

During the past seven months, parishioners have shared with me their fears, tears, and frustrations in surviving the COVID-19 
pandemic. As I listen to their stories, there is a common thread: our routines have been completely disrupted.  As we adhere to 
necessary safety guidelines to protect the health of ourselves and others, our work routines, school schedules, church activities, 
and family rhythms have been turned upside down. Many of our church members are burning the candle at both ends. Just look 
and listen. Stress, fatigue, and burn-out are becoming rampant. Yet this pandemic continues on and on for the foreseeable future. 
 

How can we find a healthier new rhythm? What can we do to find restoration and renewal for our minds, bodies, and souls before 
we drown emotionally and/or spiritually? 
 

I encourage you to become more intentional in creating weekly sabbath time. I am not talking about an old-fashioned, legalistic, 
“blue laws” way of practicing sabbath. Pete Scazzero identifies four foundational characteristics of Sabbath in his book The Emo-
tionally Healthy Leader (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2015): 
 

1. Stop. Sabbath is first and foremost a 24-hour day when we cease all work- paid and unpaid. We step back from our list of 
goals and projects and embrace our limits. My Sabbath begins by late Friday morning as I step away from the church, my 
phone, emails, and social media. It’s a time to simply unplug. 

2. Rest. Once we stop, we accept God’s invitation to rest. God rested after his work of creation. Every seventh day, we are to do   
        the same (Gen. 2:1-4). We engage in activities that restore and replenish us- from napping, hiking, reading, and eating good               
        food to enjoying hobbies and playing sports. We even rest from household chores; it is more than just a day off. 
3. Delight. After finishing his work in creation, God pronounced it “very good” (Genesis 1:31). God invites us to join in the cele- 
        bration, to enjoy and delight in the gifts of people, places, and things He has made. For example, last Friday I loaded up my      
        golden retriever and drove to Raven Rock State Park where we hiked four miles of trails along the Cape Fear River to enjoy   
        the beauty of a fall day. We both came home refreshed. I am a pastor, so I work on Sundays and have to pick an alternate  
        day.  What day is best for you to practice Sabbath? 
4. Contemplate. Pondering the love of God is the central focus of our Sab-

baths. It’s not about spending an entire day in prayer or scripture, although 
those activities may be part of your Sabbath day. On Sabbath, we intention-
ally look for God’s grandeur in everything from nature, people, and animals 
to food, hobbies, and music. 

 

I hope that you will try to incorporate Sabbath into your family routine. It is not 
only a commandment from God, but it is a gift! It is a way we can reorient     
ourselves away from this world in all its brokenness and anticipate the way 
things on earth are meant to be.   

Blessings, 

 

The Senior Pastor’s Pen  

 

PORTICO  
PROGRESS CONTINUES 

 
 
 

Steel beams have recently been placed outside the 
Fellowship Hall for the new covered entrance  

under construction. 

BUDGET REQUESTS 
 

The Budget and Finance Committee has emailed all 
committee’s their 2021 Budget Request Packets. 
These are due back by October 7th.  If you have not 
received yours, please email Ashley Jones at am-
jones419@gmail.com or call 919-235-8235.  We ap-
preciate your promptness as we put together our 2021 
Budget. 
    Many Thanks, 

      Ashley Jones 

Opportunities for October 7,  2020—October 18, 2020 

Wed., Oct. 7 9:30 am Sr. Adult ZOOM Bible Study 

 5:30 pm YOUTH—Parking Lot (5:30-7:00) 

 6:00 pm CHILDREN—Monthly Tailgate -

Whitaker Street—side of church 

 6:30 pm ZOOM Beatitudes Adult Bible Study 

and Prayer Time 

 7:30 pm ZOOM Deacons Meeting 

Fri., Oct. 9 7:30 pm YOUTH Bonfire– Brent Wood’s House 

230 Summit St., Clayton (7:30-9:00) 

Sun., Oct. 11 9:30 am Sr. Adult ZOOM Bible Study 

 5:30 pm YOUTH—Parking Lot  (5:30-7:00) 

Mon., Oct. 12  5:00 pm DEADLINE FOR HOMECOMING 

LUNCH RESERVATIONS  

 6:30 pm CDC Oversight ZOOM Meeting 

Tues., Oct. 13 7:00 pm Tuesday Night ZOOM Bible Study 

Wed., Oct. 14 9:30 am Sr. Adult ZOOM Bible Study 

 5:30 pm YOUTH—Parking Lot (5:30-7:00) 

 6:00 pm CHILDREN—Monthly Mission Project 

 6:30 pm ZOOM October Business Meeting 

Thur., Oct. 15 7:00 pm Regathering Task Force-Sanctuary 

Sat., Oct. 17  Homecoming Tent Set-Up—Front Lawn 

Sun., Oct. 18 11:00 am Outdoor Homecoming-Front Lawn  

followed by Zaxby’s Box Lunch 

I want to thank the Faith Sunday School Class and    

others for the many get well cards and well wishes I 

received during my recent hospitalizations. I open each 

of them with joy and tears. Also, many thanks to Dr. 

Clipp for the phone calls while I was in the hospital and 

after my return home. A special thanks also to everyone 

for all of the prayers on my behalf. I’m so glad to be a 

part of the family of FBC.  

    Thanks Again, 

                Linda Alsobrooks 

http://www.fbcclaytonnc.org


 

 

Children’s Ministry Monthly Tailgate 
  

This week is our monthly tailgate for Children’s Ministry!   
 

ORANGE you glad because this month, I’m asking you to come 
decked out in your best orange wardrobe.  We will meet on the 
Whitaker Street side of the church and spread out on the steps 
and side lawn areas to enjoy a time of fellowship together.  We 
will get started at 6:00.  Please bring your own food and 
chairs!  Also, don’t forget to bring a “Happy Birthday” card for 
Clayton Firefighter Steve Benson.  We will share those with him 
on his birthday this Thursday.  ***Please note the youth meet for 
their tailgate at 5:30 in the large lawn area between Fayetteville 
and O’Neil Streets; we will be gathering separately in the above 
mentioned space.  This is a different space than last time.  
 
 

Stephanie Parker, Director of Children’s Ministry 
sparker@fbcclaytonnc.org   OR    (919) 815-0946  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

October 25, 2020 
4:00—6:00 pm 

 

Fall Festival is one of my favorite events of the year. I love see-
ing everyone enjoying the games, blowups, cotton candy and 
food all while sporting their favorite costume! However, this 
year is going to look a little different due to COVID. Instead of 
making and handing out hotdogs, cotton candy and drinks we 
will have food trucks and will be encouraging families to bring 
their lawn chairs and wallets to enjoy dinner on the church 
lawn. Blow ups and games will not be a part of our Fall Festival 
this year. However, we will still have Trunk or Treating! In order 
to help make this a fun and successful event we need as many 
trunks as we can get. Instead of donating bags of candy to the 
church office will you consider donating your decorated trunk 
for the evening and passing out candy to the children? Each 
trunk will be responsible for providing their own candy. If you 
are willing to decorate and sign up for a trunk spot please con-
tact Jill at the church office or via email at 
jmprouty@fbcclaytonnc.org 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE 
ORGAN FUND 

 

“In Memory of” 
 

Lou Outlaw by John  Cathy Paschal 
James Cash by Gerald & Glenda Toler 

John Radford by Fred & Texie Lee 
Mickey Nixon by Fred & Texie Lee 

Kenneth Brown by Fred & Texie Lee 
Geoffrey Oliver by Fred & Texie Lee 

Roy Coats by Fred & Texie Lee 
Joyce T. Barbour by Fred & Texie Lee 

 

“In Honor of” 
 

“The Cousins” by Judy & James Nappier 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFT TO THE 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY FUND 

 

“In Honor of” 
 

Present and Past Teachers of our Children by Belle Allen 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFT TO THE 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CTR. FUND 

 

“In Memory of” 
 

Ruth Pleasant by Andy & Gloria Pleasant 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFT TO THE 
BUILDING FUND 

 

“In Memory of” 
 

John Radford by Randolph & Patricia Tart 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE 
SENIOR ADULT FUND 

 

“In Memory of” 
 

Mickey Nixon by Joyce Canady 
 

“In Honor of” 
 

Glenda Toler’s Birthday by Joyce Canady 
Doris Grissom’s Birthday by Joyce Canady 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 11th—October 17th 
 

Prayer Focus:  Town of Clayton City Government  
 
 

 Pray for the Mayor as he makes decisions about our town 
government. 

 Pray for our City Council members that God will grant them 
wisdom and discernment. 

 Pray for protection from the virus for all of our city govern-
ment workers. 

 Pray for strength and courage for all of our city leaders. 

 Pray for the family members of our city government work-
ers. 

**Each week during October will have a different Prayer Focus. 

 

 

 

Information for Outdoor Gathering 
 

 

 

 

Our Outdoor Homecoming Service will be October 18, 2020 at 
11 AM at the church lawn between Fayetteville and O’Neil 
Streets. As we mark the 100th anniversary of the construction of 
our iconic, domed sanctuary, we welcome our former pastor 
from 1991-2007, Dr. John A. Allen, to bring the Homecoming 
message. 
 
Following the service at noon, the church will provide Zaxby’s 
Box Lunches which include a chicken strip sandwich, tossed 
salad, chips, and two cookies. Beverages will also be provided. 
However, lunch reservations are required. You must sign up for 
a lunch box by Tuesday, Oct. 13, in order to receive a free box 
lunch. 
 
Keeping This Event Safe 
 
The Homecoming Committee is making plans to keep this 
event as safe as possible, but no group event is without risk. 
This event is not for anyone experiencing COVID-19 symp-
toms including fever, cough, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, 
congestion, or fatigue. It is also not for persons who are more 
susceptible to the virus. If you are experiencing any COVID-19 
symptoms or are at a higher risk for contracting the corona-
virus, we ask you to stay home and enjoy this service virtually. 
It will be livestreamed just like each of our Sunday morning 
services. 
 
Those who attend Homecoming are asked to wear a face cover-
ing and practice social distancing. Remember to provide at least 
six feet of space between you and those who are not in your 
immediate family. 
 
Bring a Chair and a Blanket 
 
The Homecoming Committee encourages you to bring your 
own chairs and blankets so that we can spread out safely across 
the church lawn. Think of this as an outdoor worship service 
followed by a church picnic. 
 
A limited number of chairs will be available under a large lawn 
tent for worship. Tables and chairs are also available for lunch 
for those with disabilities or mobility issues. The tent also pro-
vides covering in the event of rain. 
 
Since we have not been able to gather for in person worship for 
over six months, we look forward to this time of “Coming 
Home” to First Baptist. We are grateful for the planning of the 
Homecoming Committee, SS Volunteers, Church Staff, and the 
Media Team whose work together will make a safe Homecom-
ing possible during these trying times. 

 

DEACON OF THE WEEK—October 11-17 

Anne Abene (919) 553-6122 
anneabene@yahoo.com 

   
 

                      PLEASE JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

 

                    GOD PROTECTS 
 

  You are invited to join a scheduled ZOOM/Webex/Go 

To Meeting Video Sunday School Class each Sunday morning at 9:00 am 

or 9:30 am. For additional information, please contact John Bagley, Sun-

day School Director at (919) 971-1513 or jbagley@nc.rr.com 
 

Hope you can join us this Sunday for Sunday School. 

  October 18, 2020 

As we prepare for Homecoming, we acknowledge the creativity our 
founding fathers and mothers had throughout many challenges 
and opportunities they faced in keeping our congregation going for 
over two centuries. In that spirit of creativity, I have a fun project 
for our children. With it being our sanctuary’s 100th birthday, I 
would like for our children to draw on their creativity to recreate 
this special place in our church building. You can draw or paint a 
picture of the sanctuary, send in photos of a special memory, build 
a model of the sanctuary using anything from legos to blocks, or 
come up with a creative idea of your own. Your projects will be on 
display on Homecoming Sunday.  Please see your Children’s Minis-
try email or Google Classroom for more information.  

Friday Faces...SANCTUARY MEMORIES 
 
...September 1961 
 
Friday Faces is making a comeback 
just in time to kick off Homecoming 
Weekend!  In honor of this year’s 
100th anniversary of our sanctuary, 
we want to see photos of special 
events/memories within our sanctu-
ary’s 100-year-old walls.  You might 
share a photo from a wedding, GA 

ceremony, baby dedication, baptism, among others occasions.  Please 
submit those photos no later than Wednesday, October 14 to con-
nect@fbcclaytonnc.org.  

mailto:sparker@fbcclaytonnc.org
mailto:jmprouty@fbcclaytonnc.org
mailto:connect@fbcclaytonnc.org
mailto:connect@fbcclaytonnc.org

