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Fund Report for Dec. 31, 2020 
 

Weekly Budget Gifts …………………………………..  $       47,176.00     
 

YTD Receipts  ……………………………………………… $    823,355.44 
 

YTD Expenses ……………………………………………..  $     772,667.25 
 

Over/Under Expenses ………………………………..  $           50,688.19 
 

Hallelujah! 

 

   

 

What I Do in Tough Times 
 

Thirty-one years ago last week, I was ordained into full-time Christian service at Branch’s Baptist Church in          
Richmond, VA. I was a newly married pastor in a new church out in the corn fields of Indiana and was, by my own 
Dad’s account, still “wet behind the ears”. 
 

The service was powerful. It included key scriptures and music from my spiritual journey and a charge from my home 
pastor, Rev. Cecil Chambers. I knelt on one knee at the altar while mentors, friends, and pastors came by, one by one, 
to lay on hands and whisper prayers of blessing. 
 

At the close of the service, I stood to respond. Filled with emotion, I sang a song that had already become my life’s 
song. I sang it as a personal prayer of consecration.  To this day, it remains my life’s song and my reason for serving 
God. Whenever I am struggling, whenever I need clarity, I go back to my Ordination Service and pray the words of 
that song. It is actually a prayer that is 800 years old. 
 

Today I share my life’s song with you as together we face a surging pandemic and a time of unprecedented national 
unrest. When I pray this prayer, it reminds me that I can’t control what is going on in the world around me, but I can 
control my response. 
 
 

    Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace. 
    Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 
    Where there is injury, pardon. 
    Where there is doubt, faith. 
    Where there is despair, hope.  
    Where there is darkness, light. 
    Where there is sadness, joy. 
 

    O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
    To be understood, as to understand; 
    To be loved, as to love. 
 

    For it is in giving that we receive. 
    It is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 
    It is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 

      --Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) 
 
 

Blessings, 

 

The Senior Pastor’s Pen  

Opportunities for January 13-20, 2021 

Wed., Jan. 13 9:30 am Senior Adult Bible Study—ZOOM 

 5:30 pm YOUTH—Long’s Garage 

 6:30 pm Business Mtg.—ZOOM (No Bible Study) 

 6:30 pm Mission Friends/GAs/RAs Monthly  

            Missions Focus 

Sun., Jan. 17 9:00 am ZOOM Sunday School 

 11:00 am Virtual Sunday Worship Service 

Baptist Men’s Day (Guest Spkr—Mark Abernathy) 

 5:00 pm YOUTH– Long’s Garage 

 6:00 pm ZOOM Music Council Mtg. 

Mon., Jan. 18 7:00 pm ZOOM Church Council Mtg. 

Tues., Jan. 19 7:00 pm ZOOM Tuesday Night Bible Study 

Wed., Jan. 20 9:30 am ZOOM– Sr. Adult Bible Study 

 5:30 pm YOUTH—Long’s Garage 

 6:30 pm ZOOM Mission Friends Ra’s/GA’s Mtg. 

 6:30 pm ZOOM Wed. Night Bible Study and Prayer 

Time 

 

REMINDER FOR CHURCH VISITS 
 

Church members – if you need to stop by the building during the 
week, please remember you are expected to wear a mask, practice social 
distancing, and wash hands frequently while indoors. Taking these actions 
help us all to protect the health and well-being of our church family, including 
our CDC staff and families. Thank you for your cooperation and partnership in 
this effort. 

MISSIONS OPPORTUNITY 
 

The “With Love From Jesus Ministry” has asked if First Baptist 
Church would be willing to provide volunteers at the With 
Love From Jesus house every 4th Sunday during 2021. We 
need 5 to 10 volunteers to help with food, clothing and house-
hold furnishing distribution from 4:30-6:45 pm on those Sun-
days. Volunteers will be helping guests in the house select 
clothes and food items, sorting donated supplies and making 
hygiene bags. COVID-19 protocols will be followed including 
masks, social distancing and hand sanitizing. If you are inter-
ested and would be willing to help with this ministry, please 
call or text Rudy Oliver at 919-271-1178 or email him at    
reoholston@gmail.com. We have three volunteers already for 
January 24th and we need at least 2 more and hopefully we’ll 
get 7 more! Please pray about it and sign up if you feel led to 
do so. You will be a blessing to other and you will be blessed. 
That is a promise from our Lord! 

 

 

Sending love, hugs and prayers to everyone who sent prayers, card 
and food to me during the month of December to help with my recov-
ery. A special thanks to Dr. Clipp for the calls and prayers, to Bucky & 
Duba Coats for delivering the food from the Bill O’Neil Class and to 
Anne Abene & Lexene Lee for all the fruit and food from the FBC 
Homebound Ministry Team and especially all the extras. It is with a 
grateful heart that I say, “Thank You” to everyone and may God Bless 
all of my FBC friends! 
    Ava Spence 

_____________________________ 
 

I want to thank my Church Family and the Faith Sunday Sunday 
School Class for all of your prayers after my fall about 65 days ago. I 
am still at Springbrook and love all the cards you have sent me, which 
is over 50 cards! Please continue to keep me in your prayers as they 
are so appreciated and I love you all. 
    God Bless You, 
             Matilda “Tillie” Bradley 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to those that 
called, sent cards, brought food, made contributions to the 
church, and visited during the passing of our mother, grand-
mother and GG last week. Although her passing was     sud-
den and unexpected, it was peaceful and she was not alone. 
We know she was ready and God’s timing is always perfect. 
Now she is dancing with the Lord without any pain. We feel 
blessed to be part of such a caring congregation. Even dur-
ing the difficult times of COVID you find ways to share your 
love and support when we need it most. Annie Pearl loved 
being a member of FBC because it felt like home. Please 
continue to pray for our family and that we will find peace 
and comfort in the days and weeks ahead. 
 
 

                Blessings,                                                                                               
 

The Family of Annie Pearl Reaves                                                                                                           
Elizabeth & Ricky Waddell                                                              
Vicky & Brandon Andrews and Braxton & Carsyn  

http://www.fbcclaytonnc.org


 

Senior Adult Banquet—Sunday, Feb. 14, 2021 
6:30 pm—On the Church Lawn 

 

Did you know that the first drive-in movie started in New Jersey in the 
1930’s? Although drive-in movies didn’t really catch on until the 50’s 
and 60’s in most states when they did, they were a hit. The promise 
of a night out that offered entertainment, in a public yet still somewhat 
private setting for just a few bucks, drew folks in. Unfortunately, this 
like many things has become a past time. However, due to COVID 
there seems to be a come-back for Drive-In Movies. They enable you 
to remain socially distant without the need for a mask, and when the 
weather is cold the comfort of a warm vehicle sounds like a win!  
 

As I wracked my brain about what to do for our annual Senior Adult 
Banquet, I must confess that I started to give up hope. Eating inside 
with a large group of high-risk folks just wasn’t a safe call in the midst 
of this pandemic. Then one evening as I drove home from work, I 
passed Pace’s Family Farm in Archer Lodge where I saw a sign for 
an outside movie night. The wheels of my brain started turning: “I 
wonder if I could somehow do a Drive-In Movie?” The next morning, I 
got into the church office and started my research. To my surprise, I 
found a company and the birth of our Senior Adult Banquet Theme 
happened!  
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, grab your Valentines because on February 
14th (yes, actually on Valentine’s Day) we hope that you will join us on 
the church lawn, from the comfort of your car, for “Dinner at The Drive
-In”! Our youth will be passing out Zaxby’s boxed dinners (Chicken 
Fingers, French Fries and Texas Toast with Sweet Tea or water to 
drink) at your car window. They will then give you an FM transmitter 
for your car and direct you to your parking spot. We ask that as you 
receive your dinner box and transmitter that you keep your mask on 
even though you will not leave your car and once you get to your 
parking spot you can roll up the windows, take off the mask and crank 
up the heat! Parking will begin at 5:30 pm, and the show will start at 
6:30 pm. This year’s show is one that many of you may be familiar 
with. I know that you have spent much time watching and keeping up 
with the news throughout the pandemic, so our youth are working 
hard to keep the news coming! This year’s show will be entitled “ABC 
21” also known as, “All ‘Bout Clayton News.”  
 

Join us as we share the local weather, cooking, sports, entertainment, 
breaking news and so much more. You are in for a treat! Please be 
sure to RSVP by February 1st. We only have enough FM transmit-
ters for 100 cars. When you call the church office to RSVP you will 
need to give your name and the name of those who will be in your 
car. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the Drive-In!  
 

Love, Jill Martin-Prouty 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE ORGAN FUND 
 

“In Memory of” 
 

Annie Pearl Reaves by John & Lynn Gibson 
Annie Pearl Reaves by David & Pamela Outlaw 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Bucky & Duba Coats 
Janet Pittman by Judy Wood 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Judy Wood 
Annie Pearl Reaves by Jim & Judy Nappier, Jr. 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Jocky & Kit Creasy 
Janet Pittman by John & Cathy Paschal 

Annie Pearl Reaves by John & Cathy Paschal 
Janet Pittman by Gerald & Glenda Toler 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Gerald & Glenda Toler 
Annie Pearl Reaves by Chris & Diane Pearce 
Annie Pearl Reaves by Kenny & Vickie Adams 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE GENERAL FUND 
 

“In Memory of” 
 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Ronald Crowder & Debbie Ragland 
Annie Pearl Reaves by Jeannine G. Earp 

Tracy Castleberry by Joe Capps 
Christine Samrok by Joe Capps 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Joe Capps 
Annie Pearl Reaves by Clifton & Martha Bagley 

Annie Pearl Reaves by David Ali Perry 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFT TO THE  
BACK PACK BUDDIES FUND 

 

“In Memory of” 
 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Doug & Linda Blackley 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE SENIOR ADULT FUND 
 

“In Memory of” 
 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Dolores & John Bagley 
Annie Pearl Reaves by Lois Weeks 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Joyce Canady 
Annie Pearl Reaves by Fidelity-Ruth-TEL Class 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE CAM FUND 
 

“In Memory of” 
 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Nancy Blinson 
Lou Outlaw by Nancy Blinson 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE  
BAPTIST MEN DISASTER RELIEF FUND 

 

“In Memory of” 
 

Annie Pearl Reaves by David & Nancy Turlington 
Janet Pittman by David & Nancy Turlington 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFT TO THE WORLD HUNGER FUND 
 

“In Memory of” 
 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Curtis & Elaine Moore 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFT TO THE  
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY FUND 

 

“In Memory of” 
 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Doug & Rebecca Mudd 
Susan Brown by Tony & Candy Pope 

 

DEACON OF THE WEEK—Jan. 17—23, 2021 
Joy Tribble (919) 820-2185 
tribble.joy94@gmail.com 

STARTS TODAY 
Wednesday Morning Senior Adult 

ZOOM Bible Study 
 

The Divine Conspiracy: 
Jesus’ Master Class for Life 

 

Jan. 13—Feb. 17, 2021 
9:30 am 

 

Contact Phil Crane for a book!!! 

Facilitator: Rev. Stephen Nance 

Brothers and Sisters, 
 

First of all, we want to wish you a Happy New Year! We pray 2021 brings 
blessings for all our brothers and sisters of First Clayton Baptist Church. 
May God bless your lives, families and your jobs. 
 

The world is going through difficult times with the pandemic situation but 
we continue to look at how God shows His love and His hope through 
wonderful people like you. Thank you so much for your financial support 
and for your prayers especially, we really appreciate it. 
 

Thank you so much for the donation of $2500 in December. It was a big 
blessing for us! We used it to buy food for 130 families. Also, we were able 
to buy school supplies for 25 children. The food bags contained 15 differ-
ent products including Christmas cookies. We wanted to show our people 
that during this difficult Christmas time, our Lord Jesus is looking down on 
them and loving them. 
 

Thank you so much for all you have made possible. We will continue pray-
ing for you all and ask God for Hope and Happiness to you, our neighbors. 

                
  May God bless you, 
 

  Pastor Manuel Chacaguasay 
  and Marco Chacaguasay 
  RESCATE ECUADOR 

 

Handyman  
Ministry Day 

 

Saturday, Jan. 16 
 

Need Assistance or Home Repairs? 
 

Do you have a repair or small project at home you need assis-
tance with?  If so, call Terry in the Church Office at 919-553-
4161 or email her at Tmccallum@fbcclaytonnc.org BEFORE 
Thursday, Jan. 15, 2021—5:00 pm and she will have someone 
from the church contact you. Volunteers will be required to wear 
masks and remain socially distanced throughout their project. 

 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFT TO THE MUSIC FUND 
 

“In Memory of” 
 

Geoffrey Oliver by Rudy & Edwina Oliver 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE BUILDING FUND 
 

“In Memory of” 
 

Annie Pearl Reaves by John & Dolores Bagley 
Annie Pearl Reaves by Belle Allen 

Annie Pearl Reaves by Linda & Joe Hester 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFT TO THE VBS FUND 
 

“In Memory of” 
 

Joe Nix by Corey Allen 

JANUARY ZOOM BUSINESS 

MEETING 

January 13th—6:30 pm 

 

WORSHIP FEEDBACK FORMS 

DUE January 15, 2021 

On January 8th, the Church Council sent Feedback 

Forms to each church household to get input regarding 

worship at FBC. If you have not completed your form, 

please email it by Friday. If you need a hard copy of the 

form to complete, please contact the church office.  

Baptist Men’s Day—This Sunday 
 

Prepare the Way 
 

The men and boys of our church will lead us in worship this Sunday, 
January 17th. Our guest speaker is Mark Abernathy, Consultant for 
Men’s Ministries at the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina. 
Mark has served with Baptist Men since 1994. He began as a con-
sultant for children/Royal Ambassadors and as director of Camp 
Caraway for Boys.  Mark now serves as consultant for adult men’s 
ministries and partnership missions. 


