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Fund Report for  

March 9—15, 2021 
 

Weekly Budget Gifts …………………………………..  $        13,325.00     
 

YTD Receipts  ……………………………………………… $          144,743.76 
 

YTD Expenses ……………………………………………..  $       144,625.46 
 

Over/Under Expenses ………………………………..  $                 118.30 

 

 

 

Understanding the Patrick of St. Patrick’s Day 
 

When I was a kid, I remember the fun of St. Patrick’s Day. Everybody was supposed to wear 
green, and if you didn’t, you would get pinched at school. Ouch! St. Patrick’s Day was all 
about green, shamrocks, and legendary leprechauns. But what is the truth behind the Patrick of 
St. Patrick’s Day? 
 
First of all, Patrick wasn’t even Irish. He was born in Britain to wealthy parents near the end of 
the fourth century.  Secondly, he was never actually a saint. During the first millennium, there was no formal canoniza-
tion process in the Catholic Church. After becoming a priest and effectively spreading the gospel across Ireland, he 
became a saint by popular acclaim over time in the hearts of the Irish people. 
 
According to his autobiography Confessio, Patrick was taken prisoner by a group of Irish raiders who attacked his  
family’s estate. They transported him to Ireland where he spent six years in captivity. During this traumatic experience, 
he worked as a shepherd and turned to God for solace, becoming a Christian. After escaping back to Britain, he felt 
called into the ministry. Patrick trained fifteen years to become a priest. After his ordination, he returned to the place of 
his exile, but this time because he was on a mission from God. Patrick was called to convert the homeland of his     
captors to Christ. 
 
Familiar now with the Irish language and culture, Patrick was positioned to make an impact for the Kingdom. He   
incorporated some of the native Irish rituals that he had learned into his teaching lessons. For example, he used       
bonfires to celebrate Easter since the Irish were used to honoring their gods with fire. He also superimposed a sun, a 
powerful Irish symbol, onto the Christian cross to what is now called a Celtic cross. In order to teach the Celts about 
God, he used the shamrock, which grew wild in Ireland. He used the three leaves of the shamrock to teach them about 
the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
Since St. Patrick’s Day falls on a Wednesday this year, I invite you to join me for a Shamrock Bible Study on Zoom 
tonight. We will explore the mystery of the nature of God with a study on the Trinity. This is a great opportunity to 
learn about the roles of the persons of the Trinity. We will also explore how the three can still be one. 
 
Join us for tonight’s Zoom Adult Bible Study and prayer time at 6:30 PM. Bring your Bible. Green clothing is optional
- LOL. Here is the link: 
 

https://zoom.us/j/93459882245?pwd=dzF1TUlIeU9IaElZYUhXL2R5WmZhQT09  
 

Blessings, 
 

 

The Senior Pastor’s Pen  

Opportunities for March 17—24, 2021 

Wed., Mar. 17 9:30 am Senior Adult Bible Study—Zoom 

 1:00 pm Staff Meeting—Conference Room 

 4:30 pm Children’s Virtual Choir Recordings-Sanct. 

 5:30 pm Youth—Youth Room 

 5:30 pm Family Tailgate—Whitaker Street 

 6:30 pm Shamrock Adult Bible Study—Zoom 

 6:30 pm Mission Friends/GA’s and RA’s 

Thur., Mar. 18 7:00 pm Personnel Meeting—Basic SS Room 

Sat., Mar. 20  Elevation Youth Retreat 

Sun., Mar. 21 9:00 am Sunday School—Zoom 

 11:00 am Worship Service—Sanctuary 

 3:00 pm Old Fashion Hymn Sing—FH Portico 

 4:30 pm Children’s Virtual Choir Recordings-Sanct. 

 5:00 pm Youth—Youth Room 

Mon., Mar. 22 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting—Zoom 

Tues., Mar. 23 7:00 pm Tuesday Night Bible Study—Zoom 

Wed., Mar. 24 9:30 am Senior Adult Bible Study—Zoom 

 1:00 pm Staff Meeting—Conference Room 

 2:00 pm Missionary Round Table—Basic SS Room 

 4:30 pm Children’s Virtual Choir Recordings—Sanct. 

 5:30 pm Family Tailgate—Whitaker Street 

 5:30 pm Youth—Youth Room 

 6:30 pm Mission Friends/GA’s and RA’s 

 7:30 pm Music Ministry Rehearsal 

 

You are all invited to join Jiles Harrell each Tuesday 

night at 7:00 pm for Bible Study. If you are interested, 

please contact him at 919-291-5047 or via email at 

jilesharrell2@gmail.com and he will send you a study 

guide and a link to join the meetings. Keep praying, 

studying and witnessing!! 

 

Here is the study schedule through April: 

 March 23—John 20 

 March 30—John 21 

 April 6—Acts Intro and Acts 1 

 April 13—Acts 2-3 

 April 20—Acts 4-5 

RENEW: 

Forty Days of Prayer and Scripture 
 

WEEK FIVE:  RECONCILIATION 
 

This week we focus on Reconciliation. We reflect on how 
much God loved us that He didn’t want to exist without us 
and sent his one and only Son to reconcile the world to 
himself. As you reflect on this and reconcile the pieces of 
your cloth in a creative way, be sure to take a picture of 
your reconciled cloth and send it to  
                          connect@fbcclaytonnc.org  
to share with others. The photos will be utilized in a wor-
ship service.  

Deadline to send photos is Thursday, March 18th. 

 

DEACON NOMINATION FORMS  
DUE TODAY 

 

March 17, 2021 
 

Nomination forms are available in the church office or in the entrance 
hallway to the office. Members are asked to nominate candidates to 
serve as Deacons stating the basis for nominations on the form. 
 

Forms are to be returned to the church office or emailed to  
Keith Blackley at kdblackley3@gmail.com 

Flowering the Cross 
 

Once again, we will “Flower the 
Cross” on Easter Sunday, April 
4th. This has been a special 
part of our Easter Sunday for 
several years. 
 

This year, the cross  will have 
both fresh and “printed” flow-
ers. For those who are worship-
ping in person, bring fresh 
picked flowers from your yard/
garden and for those who are 
worshipping virtual, you may 

submit a photo of your flowers to:  
 

connect@fbcclaytonnc.org 
 

They will be printed and cut out to add to the cross 
Easter morning. 
 

Deadline to submit photos is March 31st. 

http://www.fbcclaytonnc.org
https://zoom.us/j/93459882245?pwd=dzF1TUlIeU9IaElZYUhXL2R5WmZhQT09


 
 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE 
ANNIE ARMSTRONG FUND 

 

“In Memory of” 
 

Raymond Capps by Ayden & Betty Lee 
Lena Holt by Rudy & Edwina Oliver 

Frances Oliver by Rudy & Edwina Oliver 
Raymond Capps by Joe & Linda Hester 

Raymond Capps by Ava Spence 
 

“In Honor of” 
 

Lexene Lee’s Birthday by Ava Spence 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE 
N. C. BAPTIST MEN’S FUND 

 

“In Memory of” 
 

Geoffrey Oliver by Bill & Lou Woodard 
Raymond Capps by Jim & Judy Nappier 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFT TO THE 
GENERAL FUND 

 

“In Honor of” 
 

Judy Wood by Joe & Linda Hester 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFTS TO THE 
SENIOR ADULT FUND 

 

“In Memory of” 
 

Trevor Bjorling by Joyce Canady 
Raymond Capps by Joyce Canady 

 

DEACON OF THE WEEK 
March 21—27, 2021 

Steve Canady (919) 818-0248 
stevecan2d@aol.com 

Sunday, March 21 @ 3:00 pm 
On Sunday, March 21 at 3:00 pm, outside under the  por-
tico at the Fellowship Hall, we will have an Old-Fashioned 
Hymn Sing. Social distancing and masks will be required. 
The Hymns will be focused on Easter Themes. A few 
chairs will be available for those who wish to sit, but we 
encourage you to bring your own. You can also make 
song requests at:   
 

https://forms.gle/5Bg76f3n7eKLH1au6 
 

This event will last about 30 minutes.  
Hope to see you there!!! 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
VIA ZOOM 

 

March 21, 2021 
 

Worthy? 
 

God welcomes those who approach Him in humble and simple 
faith. 

 

When we look in a mirror, our adjustments begin. The mirror gives 
us a clearer picture of who we are. The same is true of the Bible. 
We don’t just read the Bible, the Bible often reads us. By nature, 
we are prone to view ourselves more highly than we ought. Real 
faith is demonstrated in and through humility. God welcomes those 
who approach Him in humble and simple faith. 
 

Hope you can join us Sunday for Sunday School. 
 

John Bagley, Sunday School Director 
919-971-1513 

jbagley@nc.rr.com 

 

Shamrock Zoom Adult  Bible 
Study 

Wednesday, March 17th 

6:30 pm 

 

When he arrived in Ireland in 431 AD, Patrick  used the 
shamrock to teach pagans about the Trinity. Plucking a 
shamrock from the grass growing at his feet, he would 
tell listeners that the three leaves of the shamrock    rep-
resented the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Join us for this Bible study tonight, Wednesday, March 
17th (St. Patrick’s Day) as Dr. Clipp leads a Bible study 
exploring the depths of the Trinity. What are the various 
roles of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? How can God 
be both, three and one? Join us this St. Patrick’s Day to 
find out.  A link was sent Monday afternoon to join the 
study. 

 

WMU  
Mitchener 

Scholarship 
 

The Johnston Baptist Association (JBA) WMU Mitchener 
Scholarship in the amount of $1000 will be given again 
this year to an outstanding senior attending a JBA 
church. Applications are encouraged to be     submitted 
online at: 

http://www.johnstonbaptist.org/scholarship.html  
But will also be available in the church office. We   en-
courage our FBCC High School Seniors to apply for this 
special scholarship. 
 

 Deadline for submission is March 19th 

 

Join us Wednesday Mornings for 
 

Senior Adult Zoom Bible Study… 
 

9:30 am 
 

March 17, 24 & 31 
 

Facilitated by: Rev. Stephen Nance 
 

Have you ever been at odds with 
God? 

 

Have you resisted, defied, or tried to bargain your way out of 
what you thought God wanted? ...You’re not alone. Scripture 
documents similar stories. 
 

In this Easter Study, Andy Stanley looks at some of the    
people whose lives intersected with Jesus in the weeks lead-
ing to his crucifixion. Each of them had an agenda that put 
them at odds with God and Jesus. As you’ll see, there’s a 
little bit of them in all of us. 
 

Sessions include: 

 The High Cost of Following Christ 

 The Risk of Surrendering to God 

 The God Who Can Be Trusted 

 The Foundation of Our Faith 

Acolyte for Sunday 

March 21, 2021 

Pearce Ford 

 

 

 

 

Easter Worship Opportunities at 

FBCC 

Mar. 28—*Palm Sunday—11:00 am—Sanctuary 

April 1—*Maundy Thursday—7:00 pm 

                            —Sanctuary 

April 4—EASTER Sunday  

 Sunrise Service—6:45 am—Church Lawn 

 *Easter Service—8:45 am—Sanctuary 

 *Easter Service—11:00 am—Sanctuary 
 

*Please call to make your reservation for services in the 

Sanctuary (919)553-4161. 

Holy Week Prayer Walk 

Wednesday, March 31 

5:30—6:30 pm 
 

On Wednesday, March 31st, the Prayer Team and Children’s 
Ministry are partnering to offer another churchwide prayer walk 
from 5:30-6:30 pm around the sidewalk perimeter of FBCC. The 
Holy Week Prayer Walk will include seven stations following the 
seven themes we have been studying and reflecting on each 
Sunday as part of the Renew Guide this Lenten Season:       
Repentance, Refined, Radiance, Renovation, Reconciliation, 
Reveal and Remember. Printed guides will be shared for you to 
complete the walk by visiting each station at your own pace of 
prayer and reflection. We invite you to come anytime during the 
hour to prayerfully reflect on what you have learned and discov-
ered over the past several weeks and prepare as we journey into 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
 

Joy Tribble & Stephanie Parker 

Missions Opportunity 

This year our Church has been providing volunteers 

to the With Love From Jesus ministry. We need 5-10 

volunteers to help with food, clothing and household 

furnishing distribution on Sunday, March 28th from 

4:30 pm—6:45 pm. Volunteers will be helping guests 

in the house select clothes and food items, sorting 

donated supplies and making hygiene bags. COVID 

protocols will be followed including wearing a mask, 

social distancing and hand sanitizing. If you are inter-

ested and would be willing to help with this ministry, 

please call or text Rudy Oliver at 919-271-1178 or 

email him at reoholston@gmail.com. Please pray 

about this and sign up if you feel led to do so. You 

will be the blessing to others and you will be blessed 

in return.  That is a promise from our Lord!  

http://www.johnstonbaptist.org/scholarship.html

