
Church Staff 
 

Rev. Jill T. Martin-Prouty, Pastor of Students 
Rev. Stephen Nance, Pastor of Senior Adults 

Rev. Stephanie C. Parker, Pastor of Children and Families 
Mrs. Keeley S. Tarkington, Director of Music 

Mr. James O. Elmore, Organist 
Ms. Terry A. McCallum, Administrative Assistant  

Mr. Steven Moore, Audio/Visual Tech. 
Mr. Tommy Bedford, Financial Administrator 

Mr. Donnie R. Pollard, Custodian  
        

Telephone: 919-553-4161 Fax: 919-553-4162 
 Email: tmccallum@fbcclaytonnc.org 

Website: www.fbcclaytonnc.org    

 PRESRT STD 
  U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
 PERMIT NO. 14 
 CLAYTON, NC 

First Baptist Church 
 P.O. Box 35 

Clayton, N.C. 
27528-0035 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

December 1, 2021                       The Outlook             Vol. 46, Number 46 

  
   

   
Sh

o
w

..
. 

 
 

   
   
Te

ll.
..

 
 

 
   

   
   
G

ro
w

..
. 

 
 

   
  S

er
ve

..
. 

   
  

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

 G
o

d
’s

 L
o

ve
 

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
  T

h
e 

G
o

o
d

 N
ew

s 
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

Sp
ir

it
u

a
lly

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  O

th
er

s

 

Fund Report for Nov. 24—30, 2021 
 

Weekly Budget Gifts …………………………………..  $      12,758.00     
 

YTD Receipts  ……………………………………………... $    645,444.38 
 

YTD Expenses ……………………………………………..  $                      731,435.95 
 

Over/Under Expenses ………………………………..  $      -84,991.57 

 

 

The Hope of All Hopes 
(Adapted from sermon preached at FBC Clayton November 28, 2021) 

 
At Advent we anticipate with great hope the coming of Christ; not his first advent, which has already happened, but his second    
advent, which is still to come. With his first advent, Jesus inaugurated the kingdom of heaven on earth; with his second advent,    
Jesus will consummate the kingdom of heaven on earth. 
 
In between these two events is where we live in hope. Biblical hope is a sure and certain hope, the confidence that what God has 
done for us in the past guarantees our participation in what God will do in the future. This “living hope” (1 Pet. 1:3) enables us to live 
in the present with confidence, and face the future with courage. 
 
Our hope is a fortifying Hope, linked to knowledge of the Scriptures and practical life application. Our hope in Christ, as well as the 
challenges of life, should inspire us to immerse ourselves in the word of God, and the more time we spend in God’s word, the more 
his word fortifies our hope until it eventually becomes an unshakable assurance. Psalm 119:114 says “You are my hiding place and 
my shield; I hope in your word.” Paul says in Romans 8:18, “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth         
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” Possession of a sure and certain hope fortifies us to withstand and overcome 
whatever the world throws at us, because the hope of our future glory far outstrips any trials we face here. 
 
Our hope is an edifying Hope, based on truth, which enlightens and liberates. Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32) Hope in Christ connects us to the truth, which 
frees us from the world’s deceptions, shows us who we really are and where we are really headed, and frees us to become fully 
human, as God created us to be. When our hope is in Christ, the world itself and our life and place in it begin to make sense for the 
first time. When our hope is in Christ, we understand that God truly is at work in our world, in our church, and in our lives, bringing 
about his ultimate purpose—the redemption and restoration of all creation. 
 
Our hope is a unifying Hope. In Ephesians 4:1-6, Paul urges believers to live in unity because, just as God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit are one, so are the people of God: “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one 
hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in 
all.” In Christ, the things that unite us far outnumber the things that divide us. In Christ, all the dividing walls come down. We have the 
same Lord, are members of the same family, are indwelt by the same Spirit, and will share the same glorious destiny. 
 
When Jesus appears, we will be like him because we will see him as he is (1 John 3:2). 
This is our Advent hope! This is our Hope of all hopes! 
 

Rev. Stephen Nance 

 

 

Pastor of Senior Adults 

Opportunities for Dec. 1—8, 2021 

Wed., Dec. 1 1:00 pm Staff Meeting—Conference Room 

 5:30 pm Children’s Tailgate 

 5:30 pm Youth Dinner—Bojangles 

 5:30 pm Handbell Rehearsal 

 6:15 pm FBC3M Christmas Program Rehearsal—Sanct. 

 6:30 pm Youth Christmas Program Rehearsal— 

Youth Room 

 6:30 pm WMU Foreign Missions Study—FH & Zoom 

 7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 pm Deacons Meeting—SALT Classroom 

Thur., Dec. 2 9:30 am Kingdom Prayer Group—Conference Room 

 2:00 pm Clayton Christmas Tree Lighting & FBCC Live 

Nativity 

Sat., Dec. 4 9:00 am Sunday School Teachers Mtg.—FH 

Sun., Dec. 5  Second Sunday of Advent 

 8:45 am Sonrise Choir Christmas Program—Sanctuary 

 9:30 am Refreshments—Fellowship Hall 

 9:45 am Sunday School—In-Person & Zoom 

 11:00 am Worship Service—Sanctuary 

 5:00 pm Children & Youth Christmas Program—Sanct. 

Tues., Dec. 7 7:00 pm Bible Study—SALT Classroom 

Wed., Dec. 8 1:00 pm Staff Meeting—Conference Room 

 5:30 pm Children’s Tailgate 

 5:30 pm Youth Dinner—Bojangles 

 6:15 pm Mission Friends, GA’s & RA’s 

 6:30 pm Business Meeting—FH & Zoom (Call for link) 

 6:30 pm Handbell Rehearsal 

 7:00 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

Week of Dec. 5-11, 2021 
 

 

Deacon of the Week:  Richie Johnson 
919-669-1687  or  care4you@nc.rr.com   

 

Acolyte:  Barrett Long 
 

Security:  Dana Wilkerson & David Perry 

 

 

“Sing a Song of Christmas” 
 

Sunday, December 5 
 

8:45 am—FBCC Sanctuary 
 

This Sunday, The Sonrise Choir will 
present the Christmas Cantata, “Sing 
a Song of Christmas.”  This cantata is 
a mix of traditional carols with origi-

nal works. It will have you tapping 
your foot and listening with intent as 
the choir re-tells the Christmas story 
through song.  Be sure to join us for 

this wonderful service of music. 
 

Rev. Stephen Nance 

http://www.fbcclaytonnc.org


 

 

WMU INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS 
PROGRAM 

 
Wednesday, December 1 

 

6:30 pm 
 

Fellowship Hall 
 

You are all invited to join us Wednesday, Decem-
ber 1st at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall for the 
WMU International Missions Program. We are 
thrilled to have Ms. Irma Duke as our speaker. 
Irma is a native of Martinsville, VA and currently 
lives in Angier. She is retired from Campbell Uni-
versity Divinity School where she was Director of 
Church Relations for 14 years. Prior to her minis-
try there, Irma was Associate Vice President for 
Communications for the International Mission 
Board in Richmond, VA for 18 years and Director 
of the NC Woman’s Missionary Union in Raleigh 
for 6 years. 
 

We hope you will come enjoy a delightful program 
and great fellowship with one another. 
 

The program will also be on Zoom. A secure 
link was sent Tuesday afternoon. 

 

Each year on Christmas Eve, the church has  
luminaries surrounding the building. The luminar-
ies that you see, represent the support each of 
you give our Child Development Center.           
Luminaries can be purchased,  “In Honor of” or 
“In Memory of” a loved one.   
 

Luminaries are $5 each. 
 

You can purchase luminaries “online” or by 
check. To donate “online”, please go to the 
church website and click on “Give Online”. In the 
memo line, please put if it’s “In Honor of” or “In 
Memory of” and the name of the person. If the 
memo line is left blank, the luminary will be listed 
as: “To the Glory of Our Lord and Savior”.   
 

If you choose to pay by check or cash, please 
place a note and money or check in the Offering 
Plate on Sunday or stop by the Church Office. 
 

Deadline to submit luminaries will be Friday, 
December 17th. 

 

Our Child Development Center appreciates all of 
the support First Baptist Church of Clayton gives 
to us. 
 

In His Service, 
 

Laura Davis 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

UPCOMING WEDNESDAY  
MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

 

January 5—February 9 
 

9:30 am 
 

“Mysteries of the Messiah” by Jason Sobel 
 

A six week study facilitated by Rev. Stephen Nance.  
 
Most people do not understand how the Bible fits together  
- even people of faith. Too many Christians accept half an 
inheritance in that they are content to embrace merely the 
New Testament. On the flip side, Jews often experience this 
by embracing only the Old Testament. But God has an    
intricate plan and purpose for both. 

In Mysteries of the Messiah, Rabbi Jason Sobel, raised in a 
Jewish home in New Jersey but now a follower of Yeshua, 
pulls back the curtain to show the many connections in 
Scripture hidden in plain sight. Known for his emphatic 
declaration "but there’s more!" he guides readers from the 
story of creation through Revelation to see the passion and 
purpose of the Messiah, the Torah, and several of the     
patriarchs and prophets. 

 
God’s Word, written by many people over 
thousands of years, is not a random selec-
tion of people and stories, but they have in-
tricate connections. Rabbi Jason connects 
the dots for readers, helping them see with 
clarity what God intended. 
 

Call or stop by to get your name on 
the list!!! Study guides are $7 each. 

OPPORTUNITIES 

 

You are all invited…. 
  

Sunday, December 5th—5:00 pm 
FBCC Sanctuary 

 

The Children and 
Youth Christmas 

Program 
 

“A Christmas Tell: 
Telling the     
Promise of  
Christmas” 

 

Thank you for showing 
your love and support to 
our Children & Youth. 

 

Please continue to pray for our Deacons and Interim 
Minister Search Committee. We continue to search, 
meet and interview candidates to find the individual 
God has already selected to lead First Baptist Church 
Clayton during our Interim period. If you have any spe-
cial needs for assistance or prayer during this time, 
please contact one of our Deacons. We are here to 
serve you. 
 

In addition, our Ministry Teams are available to assist 
you with needs such as transportation and small jobs. 
If you need assistance or would like to join a Ministry 
Team please call the church office (919) 553-4161. 
Show God’s Love, Tell the Good News to all people, 
spiritually and Serve our community and world.  

 

“Christmas Gifts for the 
Cooper Tree” 

 

Gifts for the Cooper Christmas Tree should be 
brought to the church no later than Monday, 
December 6.  If you would prefer, you can ship 
gifts to Lauren Rasor (745 Maggie Way,    Wen-
dell, NC 27591), or we can arrange a porch pick
-up of your items.  Please use this link to sign-
up to purchase items for these families; there 
are still a few items remaining. You can also 
donate towards a larger item or make a dona-
tion towards unpurchased gifts with an online 
contribution. If you have any questions or need 
us to pick up your items, please don't hesitate 
to reach out to Lauren Rasor (919-796-6197) or 
Audrey Harrell (919-673-0965).  
 

Thank you so much to those  
who have already participated; 
we appreciate your spirit and  
generosity!  
 
 

The Frances Carroll WMU  
             Group 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for all of the prayers and cards during my 

illness. Each of them were greatly appreciated. 

                         Jean Bryant 

 

My Dear Church Friends and Family, 

Thanks to our First Baptist Friends and Families for 

all of the memories.  We Love You and We’re Praying 

for You. 

     In His Name, 

            Phil & Phyllis Crane 

      7767 Marymount Drive 

       Wilmington, NC 28411 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK 

Thursday, Dec. 2 
 

5:30 pm—Town of Clayton Christmas Tree 
       Lighting and FBCC Live Nativity 
 

Sunday, Dec. 5 
 

8:45 am—Sonrise Choir Christmas Cantata 
       “Sing a Song of Christmas” 
5:00 pm—Children & Youth Program 
                 “A Christmas Tell: Telling the              
                Promise of Christmas”  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080A4BA4AA2BA6FA7-2021

