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TIME TO MAKE A CHOICE
Folks, I have a question. Which president announced that the United States was going to put a man on the moon by end of the
1960’s? The right answer is John F. Kennedy. During civil unrest and international crises, Kennedy pointed to a picture of the
future as big as the sky and said, “We choose to go to the moon.”
History would say that in these moments Kennedy invoked the American pioneer spirit, which lifted the head of a nation from the
small, the frustrating, and the mundane to the larger and greater picture, a picture that gave hope to a nation. Industry, politics,
education, a whole nation began to embrace this vision.
In 1969 there was a moon landing and a human being walked on the moon. By then Kennedy had been assassinated. I can only
imagine someone saying, “It is too bad Kennedy could not be here to see this.” I can also here a voice respond, “He did see it.
That is why we are here watching.”
Vision is so important, right? The next step in my time with you is guiding your Transition Team to consider your resources, the
best of who you are and set a future story of what you can be. This will likely take the shape of a story that might be told by
future folks who are associated with FBC Clayton, or Clayton, or a place of ministry that evolved because of FBC’s ministry.
Their efforts are to lift our eyes to the sky, the bigger picture, and to give hope.
This is not an isolated process. The Transition Team will need your input, your hope and your heart for God, this church, this
community and those you feel you can impact in this world. They are considering opportunities to invite engaging conversation,
like Wednesday night meals, prayer groups and more. In venues like these you will be asked discussion questions. Your responses will be recorded so the Team might discover passions and themes for future stories.
Here are three basic vision questions, similar to questions you will be discussing:




To whom or to what do we belong?
Who and/or what are we called to become?
What are we going to build or create?
Please consider now how you might respond. My first sermon on vision is August 28th, “Vision Is A Choice.” I hope to see you
there.
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Dr. Royal
Dr. Charles Royal
Intentional Interim Pastor

Special Worship Hours & Sunday School Time…

July 31, August 7, 14 & 21
Refreshments: 9:15 am

Worship: 9:30 am

Sunday School: 10:45 am

WMU Joint Dinner and Meeting

Church-wide Ice Cream Social

ALL LADIES of the church are invited to the WMU Joint
Dinner and Meeting on Monday, August 8th at 6:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. The evening promises to be full of fellowship,
fun and inspiration. Our speaker will be “Symphony Rose” and
dinner will be catered by Parkside Café.

Sunday, August 21st

Please RSVP to Terry IMMEDIATELY if you plan to attend.

We hope to see you there!!!

5:00 pm
Fellowship Hall
Crank up your freezers and bring your favorite
flavor of homemade ice cream to share!

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!!
CHILDREN: Please bring your backpacks/daycare bags wo we can
pray blessings over them and each of you as you start the new
school year!

Even though it is summer, our youth
are focused on missions! We had 23
youth and chaperones participate on
the Mission trip to Morehead City, NC
in June/July. We had 20 youth and
leaders volunteer to help with our
church’s VBS week. Two youth families served on the Ecuador mission
trip. Each day these youth are using
what they learn in the church and
sharing it with our community.

Deacon Workshop
Saturday, August 27, 2022, 8:30 am-Noon, Dr. Charles Royal will
lead our deacons in a workshop. A light breakfast will be served at
8:30 am. All deacons, active and inactive, are encouraged to participate. Please call the church office by Thursday, August 18, 2022,
if you are able to participate.

Deacon Ordination Service
Sunday, August 28, 2022, 4:00 pm, Ordination Service for Jessica
Collins, Brandon Cox, Chris Pearce and Jamie Pope. A reception
honoring these new Deacons will follow the Ordination Service in
the Fellowship Hall.

The Youth Council is actively preparing for an upcoming start to the 2022
– 2023 youth year. We have many programs and activities planned for
our youth to continue their spiritual growth and allow them to develop
stronger relationships with each other, the church, and God. We need
YOUR help! At this time our program is being supported solely by
volunteers and we need more! We need adults of all ages to share your
talents with our youth. Devotion leaders, meal preparers, activity chaperones, bus drivers, game leaders, etc. If you are interested in sharing your
time and talents with our youth please contact any member of our Youth
Council.

Ministry Teams

Sincerely,

First Baptist Church has 11 Ministry Teams: Bereavement Ministry
Team, Casserole Ministry Team, Celebration Ministry Team,
Homebound Ministry Team, Inactive Member Ministry Team, New
Member Ministry Team , Prayer Ministry Team, Small Jobs
Ministry Teams, Hospital Visitation Ministry Team, Transportation
Ministry Team, and Visitor Ministry Team. We encourage you to
contact the church office if you have a need that can be served by
any of our ministry teams. Team members have grown in their
Christian walk and fellowship with one another as they serve the
members of our congregation. You do not have to be a member of
First Baptist Church to serve on our Ministry Teams. If you are not
currently a member of a ministry team, please consider how God
may use you to serve on one or more of these important ministry
groups. Sign up cards are available in the church office and all
vestibules.

FBC Youth Council
Vicky Andrews
Lisa Barbour
Amy Crute
Jamie Pope
Kathy Woodard
Emma Grace Faggart
Lainey Keith
Tyler Long
Connor Pearson

Blessings,
Bucky Coats, Deacon Chair
919-550-5719 or 919-480-3605

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY RESUMES
SEPTEMBER 7, 2022!!!
STUDY THEME FOR 2022-2023:

THE WORDS, WORKS, AND WORLD OF JESUS

Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28 and Oct. 5
“The Mission of Jesus”
In this 14th volume of the That The World May Know
® film series, Biblical historian and teacher Ray Vander
Laan guides viewers on Jesus’ path through Israel—
while exploring the rule of ancient Rome—and reveals
how God brought triumph in a world of chaos.

CARNEGIE HALL TRIP REFLECTION
Many people have inquired about the Carnegie Hall trip that was attended by Ann Austin, Jim
Elmore, Elaine Moore, Susan Parker, Chris Pearce (non-singer), Diane Pearce, Jill Rasor, and
me. The simplest answer is that it was pure joy. As we entered the room for rehearsals on the
first day, we were greeted by familiar faces from other churches. We reintroduced ourselves,
took pictures, and sang for 3 hours. The next day, we had another 3-hour rehearsal. When we
finally arrived at Carnegie Hall for our dress rehearsal on Sunday, we were all excited and
taken away by the beauty of it all. As the orchestra began playing the first notes, many of us
experienced a rush of emotions from awe to gratitude. The trip had been two years in the
making, and it truly was a miracle that we were all standing on the stage at Carnegie. The
concert was absolutely wonderful.
During our non-rehearsal hours, we spent time fellowshipping as a group: We toured the city
with Ann as our guide, we ventured in taxis, we ate free Krispy Kreme doughnuts and kindly
informed the NYC policeman that they were in fact NC doughnuts not NY doughnuts as he
was advertising, we visited the 9/11 Memorial, we went to see The Music Man on Broadway,
and we ate a lot of delicious food. As we made our way around the city, I was constantly
smiling as many members of our group ensured that we never met a stranger through their
use of kind words in southern accents and loving acts.
We hope to be able to return to Carnegie in a few years. Until then, we will take what we have
learned and experienced and use it for God’s Glory here in Clayton.
Blessings,
Keeley Tarkington
Director of Music

Discovery Guide (Participant Guide): $9 each
BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE… SIGN UP IN THE CHURCH OFFICE.

FUTURE STUDIES
“The Miracles of Jesus” - October 26, November 2, 9, 16, 23 30
“A Clash of Kingdoms” - January 4, 11, 18, 25 February 1, 2023
- Ray Vander Laan
“The Parables of Jesus” - February 22, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
“Cultures in Conflict” - April 19, 26, May 3, 10, 17—Ray Vander Laan

First Baptist Church Family,
We would like to thank you for all the prayers,
cards, calls, visits, food and all of the other acts
of love during Clifton’s illness and death.
Words cannot express how much all of those
things meant to our family.
We are thankful for being a member of such a
loving and caring church family.
Clifton Bagley Family

Missions Opportunity
Our church has been providing volunteers to the “With Love From Jesus
Ministry” on the 4th Sunday of the month since March of this year. This
month we once again have an opportunity to serve local people in the community. Sunday, August 28th is the date, and we need 5 to 10 volunteers to
help with food, clothing and household furnishings distribution from 4:30
until 6:30 pm. You will be helping guests in the house select clothes and
food items, sorting donated supplies, showing the Love of Jesus and telling
the Good News. If you are interested and willing to help, please call or text
Rudy Oliver at 919-271-1178, or email him at reoholston@gmail.com.
Please pray about it and join us if you feel led to do so. You will be a blessing and you will be blessed too. That’s a promise from Jesus!!
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

OPPORTUNITIES
Wow!
God is GREAT and GOOD, and are so thankful for a great week of
VBS. By God’s hands we all were fed spiritually and relationally. And although we
were depleted physically by the end, the smiles and takeaways of the children and
adults alike made it all worth it. We had an average of 103 children and over 90
volunteers fill the building each night. We entered each night to worship and left to
love, serve, learn, and grow. From Sous Chef Sunday to Water Wednesday, our
participants brought the Bible stories to life through their spirit night attire all while
learning through listening, acting, crafting, singing, experimenting, and playing. We
raised over $3600 in our Offering Collection to sponsor a Rise Against Hunger
10,000-meal packing event to kick off our ministry year in FBC3M this coming September. Thank you for your prayers, Manna Bag contributions, love, and support! Take a look at our recap video to a glimpse of our week together:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yBzZ8qnmRVoUTYITLVRvw-6KpkcjCSxT/
view?usp=sharing

Now that VBS is in the rear view mirror, it’s time to look to the upcoming ministry
year. Please mark your calendars with the dates below as we prepare for and kick
off another year of coming to know Christ through loving, serving, learning, and
growing in FBC3M!
Ice Cream Social and Backpack Blessings – Join us Sunday, August 21 at 4:00
pm for ice cream and blessings over our backpacks and those who will carry them
into a new school year.
Parent and Volunteer Meeting 8/24 @ 6:30 – This is our annual meeting for all
volunteers and parents to get an overview of the year ahead in ministry. Childcare
will be provided.
New Sunday School Year – We start a new year in Sunday School on Sunday,
August 28. Join a class as we learn and grow spiritually together!
Fall Wednesday Night Kickoff – September 7, we will kick off by serving
together! Join us for a meal-packing event on Wednesday, Sept. 7. More details to
come.
FBC3M Wednesday Nights Return – September 14 we will begin with our
Wednesday activities, including Tailgates, Mission Friends, GA’s, RA’s, Games and
Music. We can’t wait to be back together on Wednesdays this fall!
ATTENTION ALL 3rd-5th GRADERS! – Save the Date for an overnight Friends
Retreat, Saturday October 1 – Sunday October 2! We will be traveling to Camp
Mundo Vista in Sophia, NC with a cohort from other churches. More details to
come!
Peace,

Rev. Sparker
Rev. Stephanie Parker
Pastor of Children and Families

Friday, August 12, 2022

Senior Adult Movie Night

Pizza and drinks will be provided. Please bring a dessert to share.
Dinner at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, with movie to follow @ 6:15
p.m. in the SALT classroom.
FILM FEATURE: “The Reluctant Astronaut”
In this hilarious 1967 film, Roy Fleming (Don
Knotts), a a carnival worker with acrophobia who
runs a spaceship ride for kids, is hired as a janitor for NASA, but his parents think he is going to
be an astronaut. Before it’s all over, he gets mixed
up in an experimental space flight. Filmed on location at the Johnson Space Center, Houston,
Texas at the height of America’s space race, Costarring Leslie Nielson, Joan Freeman, Jeanette
Nolan, and Arthur O’Connell.

•
•

In order to get an accurate count for pizza,
please notify Terry in the church office no later
than August 11 if:
you are on the permanent list but cannot attend or
you are not on the permanent list but plan to attend.

Monday, August 29, 2022
NBC Covered Dish Luncheon
11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Fried Chicken will be provided so bring your favorite side dish and/or
dessert to share.
ENTERTAINMENT: The Hickory Grove Quartet
In order to get an accurate count for the food, please notify Terry in the
church office no later than August 25 if:
• you are on the permanent list but cannot attend or
• you are not on the permanent list but plan to attend.

Friday, September 23, 2022

Field of Makers—Denton, NC

Gates Open at 12:00 pm for Senior Adults and
Senior Adult Groups
Day trip to “Field of Makers, a juried artisan event
featuring NC’s finest craftsmen, food vendors, live
music, and the Country Train—all for the direct benefit
of seniors served by North Carolina Baptist Aging Ministry (NCBAM).
**General Admission does NOT include a ticket to the Country Train.
Tickets are $5. each DEADLINE: Monday, September 19
Departure Time and Return will be advised soon...

ARE YOU FREE?
Recently, we Americans celebrated our 246th birthday as a nation “conceived in liberty,” a nation where millions of immigrants from all
over the world have found “a new birth of freedom,” drawn by the invitation inscribed on Lady Liberty in New York Harbor: “Give me
your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free…Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, I lift my lamp
beside the golden door!”
Freedom is a fundamental human right granted to us by God at the time of creation, but we can experience its fullness only in the
context of a personal relationship with him characterized by love and willing obedience through faith in Christ. Jesus said, “I am the
gate. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture.” (John 10:9 CSB) Jesus is the gate—the
only gate—to salvation, and it is a narrow gate (Matt. 7:13). Any who will may enter and be saved, but only through the “narrow” gate
of faith in Christ alone. And then what?
All who are saved “will come in and go out and find pasture.” This speaks to the freedom we have in Christ. We may operate freely in
our lives as believers, if we live according to the word of God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Therein lies our true freedom, for
“where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom” (2 Cor. 3:17b CSB). Jesus calls this a life of “abundance” that he came to give (John
10:10), “more and better life than [we] ever dreamed of” (The Message), “a life that overflows with beauty and harmony” (First Nations
Version). Does this describe your life in Christ? Are you walking in freedom, beauty, and harmony—abundance—or are you shackled
by guilt, regret, shame, failure, or legalistic assumptions? You don’t have to be. Freedom is your heritage.
Eugene Peterson wrote, “The Word that Christ speaks to us sets us free; the praise we offer develops freedom; the prayers we offer
make freedom possible for others. As people faithful in worship and attentive to God’s Word, we will witness to that freedom.”
Freedom is directly related to God’s will for us, as Dallas Willard observes: “Generally speaking we are in God’s will whenever we are
leading the kind of life he wants for us. And that leaves a lot of room for initiative on our part, which is essential: our individual
initiatives are central to his will for us.”
If you have entered through the “gate,” which is Christ, he has set you free, so live joyously and abundantly in your freedom!

Rev. Stephen Nance

Week of August 8—12
I will be on vacation. Volunteers will be
available Mon-Thur
9 am until Noon.
To My Church Family,
My family and I felt completely surrounded by your
love during Jonathan’s (Beville) illness and death.
Thank you for the phone calls and cards with your
words of encouragement. The food, it was delicious
and greatly appreciated. But, it was the prayers that
sustained us during this time. I
know you were praying, we felt it.

Thanks,
Terry McCallum
Admin. Asst.

Love,
Ginger Jones & Family

AUGUST 2022
DEACONS
07—Anne Abene
919-210-7081
14—Sandy Stephenson
919-631-6100
21—Cathy Paschal
919-369-6025
28—Keith Blackley
919-215-8639

